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b TO THE 


READER. 


Reader, 


"TE HeſeGroans of the Church of England are ex- 
i; 4 preſs dwithnoleſs Reaſon than Paſſion,by an af- 
feFionate and Fealous Son of this Aﬀiicted Church. 
> Afiicted I ſay, for, tho when this was firit Publiſh'd, 
: which was in the year 1663 , She may be thought 
' to have but lately recover d, like the $un ont of a 
2? Cloud or an Eclipſe, ber former Glory ; and to bave 
' © forgotten all ber former Afii&ion by ber Enemies: Tet 
' the Affliction of the Miſcarriages of Sons, is mo tefs 
grievous to an Aﬀectionate Mother, than the Perſecu- 
tions of an Enemy. And ſince theſe Miſcarriages are 
: ſo far from being Reform'd in 27 years patience aid 
* expeFation, that they are rather grown more obſtinate 
* and untraFable ; ſo as not only to ſtop their own Ears 
: againſt the reproofs of their Brethren, but conſpire to 
- flop the months of ſuch as dare to reprove them, it 
: was thought fit to repreſent again the jad complaints 
- of an AﬀeGtionate Mother to them. 
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Book to a fox-peny one, was firſt atempted by Printing © 
# malarger Leaf and leſſer CharaCter;and when that © 
would not do, it was thought fit-to leave ont one entire 
Sefton, which reſpefting the late Times, and the 
Ordination of ſuch as were concern'd therein, is now 


become obſolete, rather than to abridz any of the reſt. 
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Five Groans of the Church. 


. CHAE Lk 


ſorrow like unto my ſorrow ; it it hath been done to any 
Reformed or Proteſtant Church under Heaven, as it 
is done unto me! O now my Wounds were ready to 
be cloſed, my Ruins to be repaired, my Deſolations 
and Waltes to be finiſhed ; when the Barbarous was 
checked, the Licentious was reſtrained, the Uſurpers were removed, 
the profeſſed Enemies of different Intereſts and Religion which perſe- 
cuted me, were ſubdued, and I ready to ſettle upon the Eternal Foun- 
dations of ſound DoCtrin, of Primitive Government, of an holy and 
pure Worſhip, of a decent and comely Order, to the amazement of 
the World, to the honour of Religion, to the glory of God, to the peace 
of the whole Earth, and for good will among men: behold! my Children 
are diſcontent, my Government is complained of, my Ordinances are 
neglected, my Miniſters are. deſpiſed, my Peace 1s diſturbed, and my 


ALL you that paſs by me, ſtand and ſee, if there be any Lam, 1. 2, 


Safety endangered. Hear, O Heavens; and give Ear O Earth! What The Churches 


could I have done that I have not done? Have I not taught the truth 
of God fincerely, giving Milk to Babes, and ſtronger Meat to them 
that were able to bear it, and the Oracles of God to all in a Language 
tney beſt underſtood ? Have I concealed any part of Gods Sacred Coun- 
. fel from you ? Have I not ſet forth with all plainneſs and freedom the 
bleſſed fulneſs and excellencies of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in ſuch a man- 
ner and meaſure as I received from the Word and Spirit ? Have I 
not adminiſtred all the Ordinances of God faithfully ? Have I not en- 
: Þyned and taught all vertue and all grace, carefully recommending to 
. W-- my 


2 
my Children whatſoever things are good, whatſovever things are true, what- © 
foewer things are honeſt , whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are © 
pure, whatſoever things are lovely, Fe. things are of good report ; e- -* 
very holy Duty, every neceſſary Rule, and every imitable Example ; = 
with all the Advantages of ſound Knowledge, powerful Preaching, which = 
at once was able to inform the weakeſt, to reclaim the moſt erroneous \» 
to reform the molt Debauched, to ſatisfy the moſt curious, and to fi- 
lence the moſt refractory ? Have not I prepared with much ſtudy and 
induſtry, with many Prayers and Tears, with long Education, and di- 
ligent care, reverend Biſhops, orderly Presbyters, able Miniſters, work- 
men that -need not be aſhamed, duly ordained, and called after an un- 
interrupted and Catholick ſucceſſion through all Ages, agreeable to that 
original Inſtitntion which was from Jeſus Chriſt, the great High-prieſt, 
the true Prophet, the Sovereign King of the Church, the chief Preacher 
| _ of Righteouſneſs, and Biſhop of our Souls ? Have I not, I ſay, taken 
| WerCore, An holy Care of a Szcceſſion of Miniſters about holy things, who might 
| _ divide the Word aright by ſolid Preaching, might wait upon God ſo- 
lemnly by a devout and diicreet Praying , might convince Gain-ſay- 
ers by acute Diſputing, might inſtruct the Wortd by exact Writing, 
might maintain Peace and Order by wiſe Governing , might reform 
the World by holy living ? Hath it not been my care and endeavour to 
keep up the Soundneſs, Power and Life of Chriſtian Religion ? Have }. 
not I iaboured that my good People might every where have what is 
neceſſary and wholſome for their Souls good, in devout Prayers, in 
holy Sacraments, in powerful Sermons ; whereby I deſired (God know- 
eth) to preſerve wholſome and ſaving Truth, to promote true Holi- 
| neſs, to ſet up an holy decency, to maintain the wholeſome Form and - 
&*: ;/*-::-Power of Godlineſs, in truth , peace, order and Unity ? Have not | 
.,,”.." held forth an holy Light, Rule and Life, in the plain parts of Scrip. 
ture every yezr read ; In the Articles every year acknowledged, in the 
Creeds and Catcchiſm every Year explained ; in the Liturgy conſtantly 
uſed, whereby poor Souls had a plain, eaſy and ſure way to Heaven, 
through an unfeigned Falth, ſincere Repentance, a Catholick Charity, 
a devout Humility, a good Conſcience, and an holy Obedience to God 
and Man, according to the will of God, unto all well-pleaſing ? Do 
not I take care to inſtruct the Ignorant diligently, to comfort the Weak- 
hearted tenderly, to raiſe up them that Fall compaſlionately, to viſit 
thoſe that are ſick charitably, to relieve thoſe that want mercifully, to 
bury my dead that ſleep in Jeſus folemnly, to puniſh thoſe that do a- 
miſs ſeverely, to reſtore them that have gone aſtray pitifully, to in- 
ſtrult them that oppoſe themſelves meekly, to frame a way of Peace, 
Order, and Communion, (in which Brethren might happily dwell to- 
gether in unity) prudently, rationally and diſcreetly ? O what failings 
of mine then have occaſioned theſe impatient nurmurs which I hear! 
What faults of mine have raiſed thoſe bitter Reproaches which I boys 
wo -; | Ps Wha 


&& 


| (3) © 

What enormities of mine have provoked thoſe Imminent Dangers which 

I fear ? O why is it, that ye who own my God as Saviour, who have 

ſubmitted to my DoCtrin as your Rule, who have partaken of my 

Sacraments as fyour Refreſhment and Comfort; O why is it that 

ye Hate and Deſpiſe me , that ye Strip and Wound me, that ye 

Tear and Mangle me , that ye Impoveriſh- and Debaſe me, that ye 

make me a Scorn, an Abomination, an Hiſſing and Aſtoniſhment to 

all that ſee me, a Deriſion and a mocking to my Enemies round about 
I; 

M Alas, all Men of Weight and Worth , for Parts and Piety, for He Apology 

Judgment and Ingenuity , for Conſcience and Integrity, for Grace, for her Gonf72 

Learning and Renown , know my Innocence ſo far, that as to the 5” 

Foundation of Faith and Rule of Holineſs, I have only adhered to Gods 

bleſſed Word : as for the Circumſtances and Ceremonies of Religion, 

I uſe in them prudently and charitably that liberty and power which 

I ſuppoſe is allowed here for Peace, Order and Decency, by that bleſ- 

ſed God who is not the Author of Confuſion , but of Peace, as in all 

the Churches of the Saints. If we may believe the Integrity of thoſe 

Reformers that ſetled this Church, whoſe Learning, Worth and Piety 

hath been confirmed by the Teſtimony of ſo many Wiſe and Reli- 

gious Princes, by the approbation of ſo many Honourable and Unani- 

mous Houſes of Parliament, by the Suffrages of ſo many Learned and 

Reverend Convocations, by the Applauſes of ſo many other Reform- 

ed Churches : If we may believe the Preaching, Living and Dying of 

ſo many Hundred excellent. Biſhops and Miniſters, or the Prayers and 

Proficiencies of ſo many Thouſand of Godly Chriſtians ; or if we may 

believe the wonderful Bleſſings and ſpecial Graces of a Merciful God, 

atteſting the Verity, Integrity and SanCtity of my Chriſtian Conſtitu- 

tion for many happy Years. Or if you will believe even all Men in 

England, who have by Oaths and Subſcriptions, by Vows and Proteſta- 

tions reſolved to maintain the Proteſtant Religion as it was eſtabliſhed 

in the Church of England ; who deſpair any where to find the way of 

Truth. and Peace, of Holineſs and Happineſs ; but in the uſe of thoſe 

holy Means, 2nd in the exerciſe of thoſe divine Graces which accom- 

pany Salvation, within me profeſſed and enjoyed. I know nothing ex- 

cellent in any Church for outward Policy , inward Tranquility, and 

eternal Felicity ; nothing that was Pious or Peaceable, Moral or Ver- 

tuous, Ritual or Spiritutual, Orderly or Comely , or any way 

conducing to Truth and Holineſs, to Grace or Vertue, to the Souls 

Edification and Comfort, which was not by 'me entertained with 

Competent Maintenance , Noble Encouragements, Ingenious Ho- 

nours , Peaceable Serenity, and Munificent Plenty ; in which 1 

flouriſhed ſo many Years by Gods Goodneſs, and Mans indul- 

gence. 


B 2 _ Aſlas 


(4) 
Alas, whatever I have done in the ſettlements of the Rites, Circum. 


' ftances and Degencies of Religion, I have obſerved that modeſty, wif. 
dom and humility that became a Church of Chriſt, in diſcreetly and 


ingenuouſly complying with ſober, primitive and venerable Antiquity - 


in the Church, as far as it obſerved the Rules of Gods Word, and 
went not beyond the liberty allowed it in point of Order and Decen. 
cy, Oyon are too Knowing to be Ignorant, and too Ingenious to 
be inſenſible of your duty to God, and yonr reſpeCt to me ; who was 
heretofore ſo much loved by my Children, applauded by my Friends, 
reverenced by my Neighbours, feared and -envyed by mine Enemies, 
for thoſe ſpiritual Gitfts,, Miniſterial, Devotional and Practical, which 
were evidently ſeen in me; thoſe Heavenly Influences which People 
received from me, thoſe gracious Examples, and frequent good Works 
ſet forth by me, the bleſſed Experiences Men enjoyed within me, the 
Charitable ſimplicitles exerciſed by my Members, the numerous Aſ- 
femblies, the frequent Devotions, the reverent Artentions , the una- 
nimous Communions, the well-grounded hopes, and unſpeakable Com. 
forts which Thouſands enjoyed, both Living and Dying, in obedience 
to, and communion with me; which to impartial Men were moſt preg- 
nant Evidences, and valid Demonſtrations of true Religion, and a true 
Church, ſetled by the joynt Confent, and publick piety of a Chriſtian 
Nation. He was a Wile, Holy, and Reverend Son of my Boſom, who 
faid, That in the greateſt maturity of his Fudgment , and integrity of hit 


Conſcience, when moſt redeemed from Fuvenile Fervours, Popular Fallacies, © 


Vulgar Partialities, and Secular Flatteries, he declared ro the preſent Art 
and Poſterity, that ſince he was capable to move in fo ſerious a ſearch, and 
weighty a diſquiſition as that of Religion is ; as his greateſt deſign was through 
Gods Grace to find out and perſevere in ſuch a Profeſſion of Gyriftian Reli- 
gion as hath moft of Truth and Order, of Power and Peace, of Holineſs and 
Solemnity, of Divine Verity, and Catholick Antiquity, of true Charity, and 
holy Conſt ancy ;, fo he could not (apart from all prejudices and prepeſſeſſiont) 
find in any other Church or Church-way, Ancient or Modern , either more 0j 
the Good he deſired, or leſs of the Evil he would avoid , than he had a los 
tie diſcerned, and upon a ſtrifter ſcrutiny more and more iu the frame and 
form, wa the Conſtitution and ſetled Diſpenſation of the Church of England, 
' 1\ where, faith he, Divizer Myſteries, no where Sounder Dofrinals, Holier 
Aorals, Warmer Devotionals, apter Rituals, or comlier Ceremonials. Al 
which togetrer, by a meet and happy concurrence of Piety and Prudence, brought 
forth ſuch Spirituals and Graces, both in their Habits, Exerciſes and Con 
forts, as are the Quinteſſence and Life, the Soul and Seal of true Religinn ;, thi 


more immediate and ſpecial Influences of Gods holy Spirit upon the Soul, thoj: | 


royrt Operations of the bleſſed Trinity, for the Juſtification, Santtification, ani 
Salvation of a Ser, 
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r Can you blame my Government, that ancient and Catholick Go- 
yerment of godly Biſhops; which is ſo agreeable to Right Reaſon, 
ſo ſuitable to the Principles of due Order and Policy among Men, ſo 
conſonant to the Scripture-Wiſdom both in Rules and Patterns, ſo 
conform to the Catholick and Primitive Way of all Chriſtian Churches 
throughout 'all Ages, and in all places of the World ? Would you 
have me, againſt all Charity, Modeſty, Humility or Equity, to fail 
away from the Apoſtolical way of all famous Churches and religious 
Chriſtians? (to ca{t off the *$0, dpxavy z mers Str, the 349 ev 32221, mec Cons 
ciliis inſtitutum z ſed ſemper retentum, © nou niſs authoritate Apoſtolica in= 
ftirum ; the Apoſtolici ſeminis traduces Epiſcopss ; that univerſam ſucceſſio- 
nem Epiſcoporum ;, thoſe ſucceſſiones ab initio decurrentium Epiſcoporum ; 
that ordinem Epiſcoporum qui in Fohannem ſtat authorem';, that toto orbe 
adecretum ) Shall not I enquire of the former Age, and prepare my 
ſelf to the ſearch of my Fathers? For I am bur of yeſterday and 


know nothing. Shall they nor teach me, and te!l me, and utter words. 


out of their Hearts ? © Shall nor I ſtand in the way, and ask tor the 
old way, which is the good way, and walk therein ? 

Would you have me give ottence ro the who!e Chriſtian World, 
which either is or would be governed by Bifhops, as the moſt Apoſto- 
tick, Primitive, and Univerſal Way? Would you have me diſown 
the right ſucceſſion of the power Miniſterial, conferred by Epiſcopzl 
Hands nnto this day ? Shall the Jewiſh Church have the Heads of their 
Tribes as Biſhops and Rulers over their Brethren the Prieſts and* Les 
vites, and the Chriſttan Church (in imitation of them, as in other par- 
ticulars, ſo in this ) have their Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, their Paſtors:and 
Teachers, without reproach, and may not I? O it is certain that what 
is once well done, in a regular publick way, is ever after done as to the 
permanency of that Vertue thar is always in a great and good example. 
Shall I lay aſide Primitive and Right Epiſcopacy,which hath ſuch grounds 
trom Scripture, both as to the divine Wiſdom ſo ordering his Churcit 
among the Jews, as allo by the Example, Precept and DireCtion evi- 
dent from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy Apoſtles in the New 
Teſtament ; who preferred worthy Perſons for their Plety, Zeal and 
holy Gravity toexerciſe a Chriſtian Authority over Mininfters and 
People for their Souls cond, which might conſiſt with Charity and' Hu- 
mility, for the preſervation of ths Churches Peace and Purity in the 
beſt and primitive Times ; ſuch grave perſons as for their Age, were 
Fathers; for their Innocency, Saints ; for Induſtry, Labourers; for 
Conſtancy, Confeſlors; for Zeal, Martyrs ; for Charity, Brethren ; for 
their Light, Angels; and venerable for all Excellencies? And Town 
noother Biſhops, but ſuch in whom are remarkable the Vertues of the 
molt ancient and imitable Biſhops; the Induſtry of St. Auſtin, the Cou- 
rage of St. Ambroſe, the Devotion of St. Gregory, the Learning of Na- 
</angen, the Eloquence of St. Chryſoſtome, the Mildneſs of St. Cyprian, 
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(6) 
'the Love of St. Ignatius, the Conſtancy of St. Polycarp, the Nobleneis 
of St, Baſil; and thoſe who come nearelt the Apoltolical Pattern, and 


reſemble the moſt of any Chriſtians or Miniſters, the Grace and Glo- 


ry of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, IT endeavour that my Biſhops may be a- 
mong Chriſtians the moſt faithful; among Men, tie moſt civil; a- 
mong Preachers, the moſt painful ; among Orators, the moſt perſwa- 
ſive; among Governours, the moſt moderate ; among Pious Men, the 
moſt fervent; among Profeſſors, the moſt forward ; among Severe 
Men, the moſt exatt; among Sufferers, the moſt. patient ; among 
Perſeverants, the moſt conſtant ; the moſt compleat every way, and 
perfect unto every good work. Theſe I take care ſhould be duly 
choſen, ſhould be eſteemed with Honour, and reverenced with Love. 
My Rule to them is, That they ſhould over-rule with Vigilance, ſhould 
rule with joynt Counſel, neither levelled with younger Preachers and 
Novices, nor exalted too mnch above the Grave and Elder. IT allow 
theſe Men an honourable Competency with Eminency, wherewith they 
may exerciſe a large Heart and liberal Hand, which may conciliate a 
general Reſpect, and deſerve the common Love. My direction to them 
1s, That their Vertue and Piety may preſerve the Authority of their 
places; and this in the Order, Peace and Dignity of the Church, that 
they may be the Touchſtone of Truth,the Loadſtone of Love, the Stan- 
dard of Faith, the Pattern of Holineſs, the Pillars of Stability, and 
the Centres of Unity; ſuch as the Erroneous may hate, the Fattions Envy, 
good Men may love, and bad Men may fear. 

2. Can ye blame my Do&#rin, approved by the Reformed, and a- 
greeable with the Primitive Church ? A Doctrin according to God- 
lineſs, teaching all Men, That denying all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſt, 
they ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly and godly in this preſent World. 

3- Do you find fault with my Devotion in the Publick Worſhip of 
God, by Confeſſion, Prayers, Praiſes, Pſalms, and other holy Obla- 
tions of a Rational and Evangelical Service, offered up to eur God 
by the joynt Piety of all my Children, (the wat Sau, the wa yn, 
the Communis Oratio ) where nothing is expreſſed as my Mind, which I 
thought not agreeable with the Mind of Gods Spirit in the Scripture ? 
Nor do I know any part of it to which a judicious Chriſtian might 
not in Faith ſay Amer, taking the expreſſions of ir in that pious and 
benign Senſe which the Church intended and the Words may well 
bear. Indeed the whole Compoſure of my LZirurgy is (in my Judg- 
ment ) ſo wholeſom, ſo holy, ſo compleat, ſo diſcreet, ſo devont, 
ſo uſeful, ſo favoury, ſo well-adviſed, that I find nothing in the 
eighteen Liturgies compoſed in the Eaſtern and Weſtern Church, that 
is excellent, but is in this of mine ; and many things which are leſs clear 
or neceſſary in them, are better expreſſed or wiſely omitted here; 
the whole being ſo ordered, as might beſt inform all peoples Under- 
Randings, ſtir up their AﬀeRions, and quicken their Devotions, - a 

| whole- 
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wholeſom form of ſound Words : ſuch as Moſes, David, the Prophets 


and the Lord Jeſus left behind them, ſolemnly recorded in the Scrip- 
tures. So that according to the Primitive care.l firſt laid down Scrip- 
ture-grounds in the Creeds and Confeſſions, and then I enlarged and 
fixed my Liturgies and Devotions as near as I could to the Majeſty, 
Solemuity, Exactneſs, Unanimity and Fulneſs of Publick Prayers up- 
on all holy publick occaſions, ſo plainly, that the devout Soul- knows 
well what it ſhould delire of God; and fo affeCtionately that it 
earneltly deſires in it, what it knoweth God alloweth ; and fo uni- 
formly, that it peaceably goeth along with the Congregation, with 
one Mind and one Heart, i the Unity of the Spirit, in the bond of 
Peace, 
4, Is it the Rites and Ceremonies I impoſe that diſpleaſe you > Alas, 
I find the God of Heaven which we worſhip in England enjoyning 
more Ceremonies on his own People, and forbidding no holy Cuſtom 
to any Chriſtians, in order to advance the Decency and Order of his 
Service, or Chriſtians mutual Edification and joynt Devotion under 
the Goſpel, Our. bleſſed Saviour hath by his Spirit guiding the Pens 
and Practices of the Apoſtles, ſuifticiently manifeſted the Power and 
Liberty given the Church and the Governers of it, for the choice 
and uſe of ſuch decent Cuſtoms, Rites and Ceremonies, (not as Divine 
Inſtitutions upon the Conſclences, but as Human Injunftions upon the 
Practices }) as agree with godly Manners and the Truth of the Goſpel, 
and may beſt ſerve for Order, Decency, Peace, Solemnity and mutual 
Edification of Chriſtians, agreed upon by Publick Conſent ; in which 
every ones Vote 1s perſonally or vertually included. It's true, as 
the Liturgy, ſo the Ceremonies have ſomething. of Rome in them : for 
to deal plainly, I did freely and juſtly aſſert to my own Uſe and God's 
Glory whatever on due tryal I found to have the Stamp of God®s Truth 
and Grace, or the Churches Wiſdom and Charity upon it. I would 
not. refuſe any Good I found amongſt them, becauſe it was mixed with 
ſome Evils but trying all things, I held faſt that which is good, be- 
ing intent upon the great Ends of Piety, Devotion and Charity. It's 
true, I enjoyn my People an Inward Worſhip of Soul, in Spirit and in 
Truth, before God, but withal, I enjoyn Outward Worſhip of the 
Body ( which is but a Reaſonable Service to God that made the Body) 
exemplary and ſignificant before Men, in ſuch Habits and Geſtures as 
may moſt conduce ( by the advice of the whole Church : for the 
Private Spirit of the ' Prophets in thoſe things, ought to be ſubje&t to 
the Publick Spirit of the Prophets ) to Reverence, Devotion and 
Edification, in knowing, humble, meek and quiet Spirits, righty diſ- 
erning the innocent Nature of ſuch things not prohibited, and ſo in- 
diffe:ent; 11d the Chriſtian Liberty allowed to them, to uſe thoſe 
thir;s inculferent when commanded, and to lay them aſide when not 
commanded, However, let the many Obligations to Unity by the 
crys 
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Offence : So that you may not upon ſo {tail occalions, in ſuch ſmall 
matters, ſacrifice to your private Paſſion and Perſrwaton the Publick 


Peace and Proſperity of the Church ; eſpecialiy iincc i never heard of : 


any Sober Chriſtian, or truly Godly Miniſter , wi1> q being in other 
things Prudent, Unblameable, and ſincere) d:d eve: iuffer any check 
of Conſcience meerly npon the account of having been conformable 
to, and keeping Communion with me, Nor did thcy ever complain 
of Ceremonies, Liturgy and Epiſcopacy, as any damps 1o their real Gra- 
ces, or to tiicir Holy Communion with God's Blelied Spirit; but ad- 
mired them as the united Influence, the joynt Conſent, the combined 
Devotion of all good Chriitians in this Nation, who publickly agreed 
with one mind and in one manner to ſerve the Lord, in a way allow- 
ed by the moſt Pious of Princes, praCtiſcd by the beſt Nobility, owned 
by the wiſeit Gentry, maintained by the molt learned Clergy, and em- 
braced by the beſt fort of Commons. I allow only ſuch Ceremonies as 
make Religious Duties not more Pious, but more conſpicuous ; not more 
Sacred, but more Solemn ; not more Spiritual and Holy, but more Viſible, 
Imitable and Exemplary ; to quicken my Children, to Allure others, to 
Inſtruct and Edity all, 

5- Are ye offended with my Canons and TInjunttions ? Ts it fit that a few 
Men whom Order and Policy hath made inferiour to others, as the 
Rulers and Repreſentatives of the whole Society, ſhould prefer their 
own private Opinions and Judgments, before the well-adviſed Reſults, 
the Learned Counſels, the pious Endeavours, and ſolemn Sanctions of fo 
many, Eminent for Piety, Prudence, Integrity, publick Influence, and 
juſt Authority 2 

6. Are my ſolemn Faſts and Feaſts rour Grievances ? Thoſe Solemn 
Remembrances of God's Mercy to Men in Chriſt, celebrated with 
Prayer, Praiſes, Preaching and Communicatipg to Gods Glory, and 
all ſober Chriihans improvement, according to the known prelident of 
the Jews, and the general practice of the. Chriſtian Church ? What 
harm is there if fome good Men obſerving a day, obſerve it to 
the Lord ; and others not obſerving a day, obſerve it not to the 
Lord ? 

7. Do you reſent my Endeavours for Unity and Uniformity ? Alas, 1 
delire only that Men {incerely worſhip one true God, and profeis the 
Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they may be Partakers of the Gifts 
and Giaces of ihe bleſſed Spirit, and may have an holy Communion 
with that Adorable Trinity, and with one another in Love and Cha- 
rity, as Chriſtians, enjoying the Nobleſt Life, the Sweeteſt Society, and 
moſt Heavenly Fraternity ; imitating God, emulating Angels ; Chil- 
dren and Servants of Chriſt's Family, Candidates of Heaven, Expe- 
ants of Happineſs, Partakers of Grace, and daily Ar " 
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true Faith you joyntly profeſs, give you more S5t.zfi tion, than the 7 
occaſions of dividing the Ceremonies in wich you differ, give you 
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3 Eternal Glory : That all Men who haye been Called, Baptized and 
 Inftrutted by lawful Miniſters here, in the Myſteries and Duties of 
> the Goſpel, may make a joynt and publick profeſſion of the Chriitian 
”” Faith , and Reformed Religion , in the name, and as the ſenſe of 
'Z the whole Nation, grounded upon the holy Scriptnre, guided al- 
'* and adminiſtred by that Uniform Order, Due Authority , aad 
Holy Miniſtry for Worſhip and Government, which according to 
the Mind of Chriſt, the Pattern of the Apoſtles, and the practice 
of all Primitive Churches, hath been lawfully eſtabliſhed by the Wil- 
' dom and Conſent of all Eſtates in this Kingdom, for Gods Honour, 
the Churches Safety, the Publick Peace, and the Common Good ot 
Souls. 

8. Do I not. allow you a juſt Liberty to do ſuch things conſtantly 
and chearfully which are moſt proper and advantagious to the nature 
and excellency of Men ? To think what is true, to do what. is fit, and 
enjoy what is juſt in reference to God, others, and your ſelves? I have 
taken from you no liberty but that of Doing Evil. You are at liber- 
ty to enjoy all the Comforts, Priviledges, and Ordinances which Chriſt 
hath inſtituted, in an Holy Order, and Regular Way, for Private or 
Publick good; and to hope for that Reward and Crown which God 
the Righteous Judge hath promiſed thoſe that perſevere in well-doing, 
My higheſt aim is, that you may have liberty to exerciſe a-good Con- 
ſcience, void of Offence towards God and towards Man , that they 
may willingly in all things live honeſtly. 

9. Are ye diſpleaſed with my Members? Alas, innocent: Men, they 
purſue after the Knowledge of, and Communion with God, in order 
to a Rational, Religious, Spiritual, Gracious, Perfet and Unchan- 
. geable Life; enjoying themſelves in the bleſſed enjoyment of God, the 
enjoyment of whom fſatisfieth all their Deſires, rewards all their Du- 
ties, requites all their Sufferings, compleats all their Happineſs; yea, 
Crowns and Perfects true Religion. They endeavour that oz Earth, 
.- which they hope for in Heaven ; viz. A right Knowledge, and a wil- 

ling Performance, which as reaſonable Creatures they owe for ever 

'to God their Maker, Preſerver and Redeemer in Chriſt, With this 
. Religious frame and temper, of which themſelves only are conſcious; 
*they prepare for a Glorious and Bleſſed Immortality, with a Sincerity 
- of Heart, and Uprightneſs of Converſation, which hath no other Rule 
but Gods Word, no other End but Gods Glory, no other Comfort 
but the Conſtancy of this Diſpoſition to their Lives end. Innocent 
Men, they look for one common Salvation, they uſe one common Sa- 
. crament, they profeſs one Faith and Rule of Holineſs, they have one 
Gratious Temper, the ſame inward ſenſe of Dnty and Devotion they 
_ wo ſame order with the Catholick Church over the face of 
:the Earth. 
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10. Do you envy me my Patrimony and Maintenance, what the Lay ® 
of God allows me, what. the Goſpel hath provided for me, what the - * 
Piety of Elder times hath beſtowed upon me, what good Kings, Peers * 
and People of their own endowed me with, freely honouring the Lord : 
mith their Subſtance, that they that ſerved at the Altar, might live © 
by the Altar ? O why may not my Children who attend the Goſ.  * 
pe], live by the Goſpel, ſince they attend a Miniſtry as venerable in 
its Myſteries, as clear in its Doctrin, as glorious in its chief Miniſter Je- 
ſus, as painful to its Miniſters, and as comfortable to Pious and De. 
vout Souls, as the Miniſtry of the Law ? Why are you offended that 
they of my Children that are tavght, ſhould communicate to them of 
my Children that teach in every good thing. 

Ii. Do you envy my juſt Power and Authority , whereby with the 
Wiſdom, Gravity and Integrity of ſuch Men as are inveſted with that 
power, I may check all abuſes and diſorders in the Church ; and by 
a well-ordered Diſcipline, I may recover my ſelf to my former 
Glory and Renown , for which I was ſpoken of throughout the 
World ? 

12, Do you except againſt the private Infirmities, the perſonal fail- 
ings of my Biſhops and Miniſters, as leſs ſtrict and unblameable in their 
Lives, lefs painful in their Calling, leſs prudent in their undertakings, 
or leſs compaſſionate in their Government ? though all the World 
knoweth that within me Learning flouriſheth, Knowledge multiplieth, 
Grace aboundeth, excellent Preaching thriveth, Sacraments are duely 
adminiſtred, the fruits of Gods Spirit are mightily diffuſed, Hoſpt- 
table Kindneſs is exerciſed , Chriſtian Charity is maintained, Plain- 
heartedneſs and good works are eminent ; though I know the Chriſtian + , 
world cannot ſhew Men more Eminent than ſome of my Clergy are 
for well-weighed Knowledge, for Chriſtian Courage and Patience, for j 
ſmcere Piety, for indefatigable Induſtry, for Care and Vigilancy, for 
exemplary Vertue, for ſound Doctrin, uſeful Writing, prudent Go- { 
verning; for a firm Conſtancy, for fatherly Inſtruftions, Charitable 
Corrections, and imitable Converſations; wio guide the People with- 
out any allowed Licentiouſneſs in Converſation, any undecency in De- 1, 
votion, any irregularity in Adminiſtration ; in all which, according to - 
the Sacred DireCtion of Gods Word, according to the Heavenly Aſli- -,, 
ſtance of Gods Spirit through Faith in 'Jeſus Chriſt, they' teach them jJ; 
to worſhip the only true God, who 1s bleſſed for ever ; as the admirs 5; 
ble inſtruments of Gods Glory, and the good of Mens Souls ; teach- 1 
ing them a fruitful and effeCtnal Faith, a ſound and judicious Know- -{ 
ledge, an hearty and ſincere Love , a diſcreet and prudent Zeal, aſe- of 
vere and through Repentance, fervent and devout Prayers, Godly and er 
unfeigned Sorrow, ſpiritual and unſpeakable Comforts, well-groundec - 
and firm Hope, Heavenly and Holy Converſation, a meek Obedience Fe 
and Submiſſion in the general frame of Chriſtian Mens carriage. Pc 
| | Thougi 3 
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F there were but three Men in the World, one was a Murderer ; if a- 
> mong Noah's Sons, one of three was Diſobedient ; if among Facob's 
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'Z Though I have Men Famous for Greatneſs of Learning, Soundneſs of 


udgment, Gravity of Manners, and Sanctity. of Lives 3 yet among 
my Ten Thouſand Miniſter's, it's likely ſome may do amiſs. If when 


'* Children, of two one was Prophane ; if of twelve Apoſtles, one was 


o: a Devil , another Diſembled, and a third Denied his Maſter ; if a- 


mong the Aſian Angels, there is none but was to be reproved ; if a- 
mong the few Primitive Preachers, there was a Demas that loved the 


\ preſent World, a Diotrephes that loved the Pre-eminence: among my ſo many 
Thouſand Clergy, it's not likely but that ſome may fall ſhort of the ſe- 


vere exactneſs required in all Miniſters, who ought to be Patterns in 
good Wor ks. y 

Oh my Clergy are not Angels, but Men ſubject to the like Infir- 
mities with other Men. J1f they ſhould ſay they have no Sin, they would 
deceive themſelves , and the Truth would not be in them; but if they Con- 
feſs their Sins , he « faithful and juſt to forgive them their Sins, and to 


- cleanſe them from all unrighteouſneſs. Be Perfetion the Glory of other 


Church-members, the glory of mine is Sincerity, © Without all perad- 
« venture, the moſt Holy and All-ſeeing God, who walketh in the midſt 
« of the Golden Candleſticks, whoſe pure Eyes are moſt intent upon 
& the Miniſters of the Church, hath found Iniquity in his Servants the 
« Biſhops, and other Miniſters, both as to their Perſons and Profeſ- 


*« fons z all things being open and naked to him with whom we, have 


) ; 
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© to do. 
!. He obſerves how many Conſecrated and ſet apart to the ſervice 


of God and his Church, in the Name, Place, Power and Authority of Je- 
{\;; Chriſt, and approaching his gracious Preſence with Aaron in the 
Holy of Holes, in the glorious Manifeſtations of God in Chriſt to 
his Chutch, by publick Ordinances and ſpiritual Influences, have not 
{> ſanCtified the Name of the Lord God, their God, in their Hearts and 
Lives, in their Doftrins and Duties, 

2. The great Searcher of Hearts knoweth how raſhly many of his 
Miniſters undertake; how careleſly they manage that great and terrible 
work, under which Angels may ſwoon, and great Apoſtles cry, Who is 
ſufficient for theſe things ! How Vulgarly they Converſe, how lazily they 
live, how looſely they Behave themſelves, how Ambitiouſly they De- 
ſign, how Covetouſly they Reach, how Enviouſly they Repine, how 
Unexemplary they Walk, Unworthy of the Fayour and Indulgence 
ſhewed them, to the Amazement of their High calling, the Diſhonour 
of their Profeſſion, to the Forfeiture of their Dignity and Plenty, the 
endangering of their Peace and Safety. 

' 3. He that is about our Paths, and about our Dwellings, hath ob- 
ſerved how Unpreparedly,Negligently and Irreverently, how Partially, 


+ Popularly and Paſſionately , 0” Was and Valnly, without any 
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the great work of Eternal Concernment to our own and other Men . 


Souls, 


Mens Holy things; their Dead and Unreaſonable, inſtead of a Li 
ving and Acceptable Service ; he hath taken notice of that ſupine 
Negligence which hath funk ſome Mens Miniſtrations below the juſt 
Majeſty, Solidity and Gravity of Goſpel-Diſpenſations ; others by an 
affected height and depth, for want of plain Inſtruction and Charitz 


4. He whoſe Eyes ſee, whoſe Eye-lids try the Children of Men, | 
hath looked down from Heaven, and obſerved the Iniquity of ſome 


ble Condeſcending, amuſe the poor People, who know not what they 


ſay, nor whereof they do affirm. 
5, He that will reprove, and ſet Mens Sins in order before them, 


hath taken notice of Mens remiſs Compliance, and others exact Ri- 
gours, (according to their private Tempers, Judgments and Paſſions) 
whereby they ſweryed too much from that juſt Charity , Diſcretion, 
Legality and Conſtancy which my Canons intended, and my Conſtity- 
tion, Health and Peace required ; eſpecially in the peeviſh touchineſ; 
of theſe times, when ſo many Subtile and Envious ones lie in wait to 
deſtroy me. 

Yet my Church-mens Exorbitancies are not my Conſtitutions, their 
Failings are not my Frame, their Infirmities are not my Nature; 
their Fall is no more mine who diſallows it, than the Angels fall maj 
be the Heavens that forbid it : Their Weakneſles are Humane, my 
Authority is Divine ; that Charity which thinketh no Evil, will no! 
lay upon me thoſe Enormities which I forbid by a Law, which I re 
ſtrain by Diſcipline, which I mourn for in mine Humiliation, and dif 
countenance in thoſe great patterns that ſhew a moſt excellent Way. 
Theſe Sins (O the Chriſtian world!) are tranſgreſſions of my Lan 


affronts to my Authority, the baitles of my Canons and InjunCtions, 0 


that my Apology were Written, yea, Printed in a Book, for the { 
tisfaCtion of the World, that the good that I would do, that I cannot ab; 
and the Evil that I would not do, that Tao! I find a Law of my Men 
bers againſt the Law of my And: So that it's no more I, but the Sin 
and the Sinners that dwell in me. 

It's you, it's you whom I have nouriſhed and brought up as Chi 
dren, whom I have encouraged as Miniſters, whom I have promote 
as Governours ; it's you that have brought this Reproach and Dang 
vpon me. When I had with Heroick Patience endured the Oppreſlio! 
cf Adverſaries, by a Chriſtian Prudence defeated the Attempts 0 
Schiftnaticks, by an exemplary Humility and Piety turned the Heart 


of Enemies, and by a Miracle of Reſtauration ſilenced the mouths . 


all Men ; you, my Sons, opened the mouth of Scandal, ſtrengthened tt: 
cry of Reproach, raiſed the clamours of the Envious. Oh, if an Ene 
my had done this, I could with the ſame Chriſtian courage I har 


ſuffers 
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ſuffered theſe twenty Years, have horn it z. but it's you of my own 
Boſom, Family and Profeſſion : - © you, my Clergy, whom I expected 
more glorious, more eſteemed, more Reverenced before all the world, 
after your conſtant ſufferings, who coming out of this Fiery Furnace, 
might thine brighter than ever you did with the love of Chriſt, and 
of me his Church, both as tothe care of thoſe Private Charges and 
Publick Inſpeftions, committed to you in excellent Order, and by 
due Authority : and I expected that neither Pride nor Envy, Pomp 
nor Popularity, neither Covetonſneſs nor Ambition, ſhould diſtract the 
Thoughts, divide the Hearts, exaſperate the Humours, or provoke 
the reproach of an incenſed People, againſt my Order and Govern- 
ment, and the Good of all forts of Chriſtians, Whoſoever of you, 
notwithſtanding the Miracles both of your Sufferings and Relief, at 
juch a time as this, when the Mouth of Hell is open againſt me, ſnall 
open any other Mouth to joyn in the cry againſt the Church, give 
Life or Tongue to any Scandalous Sin, and ſet that to its clamars de 
Terra, crying from the Ground ; that by Luxury or Sloth, by Cove- 
touſneſs or Griping, by Inſolence or Pride, by Careleſneſs or Looſeneſs, 
by Diſorder and Irregularity , ſhall juſtify Mens Malice . againſt me, 
and by that means perſwade Credulons and eaſy People, that is true 
that hath been ſaid of me ; all is juſt that hath been inflicted upon 
me: I know not what Wo is heavy enough for him; O alas, my Bro- 
ther ! O it had been better for him he had never been Born. 

My Doctrin I can maintain, my Diſcipline I can aſſert, my Con- 
ſtitution I can vindicate : Yox, you, O my Sons, I cannot juſtify : Wo 
is me that muſt hear your Reproach , and cannot gainſay it. Five 
things there are that tend equally to mine and your own Ruin, with 
which I muſt charge you before the World : Five things that will 
inſenſibly nndermine my famous Fabrick , which hath been the care 
and labour of ſo many Years when ere&ted , and the Miracle of this 


laſt Year when reſtored. Theſe Five ſad Particulars are, 


1. Ondue Ordination. 
2. Looſe Prophaneneſs. 
3. An unconſcionable Symony. 
4. Encroaching Pluralities. 

5. Careleſs Non-reſidence. 
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CHAP. IL 
The Church of England's Reſentment of undue Ordination. 


Lthough I am well ſatisfied (whatever the Romaniſts and others 
A have of late ſuggeſted ) that my Ordination is Authertick, Pri- 
mitive and proper in the form of it; is valid in the Author, being by 
Men ordained in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion by the Primitive Biſhops, 
as they were by the Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles by Chriſt, and Jeſus 
Chriſt by God himſelf; and is regular and legal in the circumſtances 
of it, being agrecable to the Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Realm : yet not 
without much regret muſt I confeſs, that ſolemn inveſtiture of Men 
to the great Calling of Miniſters, fallen much below its Native Glo- 
ry, much ſhrunk in its Primitive Sacredneſs and Reverence, and ex- 
treamly decayed in its firſt Eſteem and Honour , becauſe my Reve- 
rend Biſhops in the great intricacies of late Alterations, are ſurprized to 
beſtow the honour of that High Calling, 1. Upon the Young ; 2. Upon 
the Unlearned ; 3, Upon the Debauched ; and 4. Upon the FaCtious. 


SZ CH: 
Of Young Afinifters, whereof 1 have aCall of above $000. 


O is me! when 1 have thoſe that Teach before they have Learn- 

ed; that 1 have thoſe that would inſtruCt others, and have need 
themſelves to be inſtructed which are the firſt principles of the Doctrin 
of Chriſt. Inſtead of the Ancient Fathers, we have Children who are made 
Prieſts in all Lands. Former Times honoured my excellent Clergy for 
their Age and Gravity, reverenced them for their Learning and Auſte- 
rity, and eſteemed them as the wonder of the world ; and ſaid, Ask thy 
Father, and he will ſhew thee z thine Ancients, and they ſhall tell thee : this 
age flights them for their Youth and Weakneſs, for their Ignorance 
and Unexperience, as Perſons that are but of Yeſterday, and know nothing, We 
have Underſtanding, ſaith the Common People to the Young Men, as well 


' 4s yon ;, we are not inferiour to you; yea, who knoweth nat ſuchthings as theſe ? 


As the Patriarchs ſeparated their Firſt-born for the Prieſt-hood, and 240- 
fes and Aaron reſerved themſelves many Years for their Miniſtries, and 
the Law prepared Men Thirty Years for the ſacred Service ; and the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, the Preacher of Righteouſneſs, entred not until the Thir- 
tieth Year of his Age upon the great work of the Miniſtry. So my Bi- 
ſhops, knowing how to behave themſelves in the workof God, which u the Church 


of the Living God, the pillar and ground of truth, took heed to themſelves, 


and the Flocks oyer which the holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, that 
they laid hands ſuddenly on no man, neither were partakers of other Mens 
TREE | -s +8 Sms 
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fins, but kept themſelves pure, taking care that men be firſt proved, and 


(= the Office of a Deacoj, being found blameleſs ; and then when 
_ had uſed ew ot of 5 x Sor well, and purchaſed to themſelves a 


good _— of a Prieſt or "Biſhop, then” they took, care that they ſhould be 


| 5, vigilant, ſober, of good behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt to 
_ bk _ root tf FX. lifted up with Pride, they fall znto a 
demnation of the Devil. — Moreover, they took care they might have 
a good Report of them that are without, leſt they fall ro reproach and con- 
demnation of the Devil. ' But now, fince the looſeneſs of theſe late 
times, there are admitted to the Prieſthood of the meaneſt of the people, 
who are not the Sons of Levis as in Fereboam'”s days, every one that will, 


- is made a Prieſt, that he may have bread to eat. Thoſe Pulpits that 


were filled with ancient Fathers, are now Desks for young Children - 
thoſe ſolemn Aſſemblies thar were rapt up into the third Heaven with 
pious Sermons and devout Prayers,hear the late pedantique Harangues 
and juvenile Orations with ſcorn and laughter : thoſe people that 
thronged to hear the Wiſdom of God delivered in the demonſtration 
of the Spirit and with power, are quite weary of that true foohſhneſs 
of Preaching, thar conſiſts only in the childiſh Widom of Words, and 
in the trifling enticing words of Mans Wiſdom. I had reverend Men,that 
ſhewed themſelves a pattern of good Works, in Doftrin ſhewing Uncorrupt- 
neſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech that cannot be condemned; that they 
that were of the contrary Party were aſhamed, having no evil to ſay 


of them, when I ordained Elders in every City. I had men blameleſs, ſo- 


ber, juſt, holy, temperate; whoſe Judgments were ſe:led, whoſe Paſſions 
were allayed, whoſe Afﬀections were compoſed, whoſe Actions were ad- 
viſed, and Converſation exact and uniform ſince every one did what 
is good in his own eyes. My young Miniſters have been unſtable in 
all their Way, unſetled in their Minds, raſh in their Undertakings, 


imprudent in their Carriage, weak in their Diſcourſes, unexperienced 


In their Behaviour, not even, orderly' and ſtayed in their Converſati- 


on; to the grief of good men, who eſteem all Miniſters very highly 
in love for their Works fake ; to the joy of thoſe evil men that have 


© Il-will for $Sjoz, who cry, Aha, aha, ſo would we have it. O young 
men, who requireth theſe things at your hands? Why do you run before 


{ am willing to ſend you? O how dare you take this Office xpor yor, 
until you are called with ſolemn preparation, as was Aaron ? Are not 
you afraid (now you have newly paſſed the Elements of Philoſophy, 
and the firſt Principles of Nature ) to look into thoſe Myſteries which 
the Angels deſire to look into,to ſearch into that Knowledg which paſ- 
feth Knowledge 2 Are not you afraid to aſcend that Pulpit whither 


'» Luther ſaid henever aſcended (though very aged ) without fear and 
- trembling> Are not you afraid to undertake that dreadful work from 
; which the Prophets fled, the Fathers avoided, the Primitive Paſtors 
',, trembled at> Do you know what you do, when you undertake to- be 
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Embaſſadors in Chriſts ſtead to bring back the World. to, God, to be 

Co-workers with God in the ſalvation of Souls, to be Angels of the ©: 
Church, to be as Stars in Gods Right Hand, to be Stewards of the-My. 
ſteries of God, to watch for precious Souls as they that muſt give-an acz 
count=—— How can you govern others, who cannot govern your ſelves -* 


\ hat power have you over others, who have hardly any power over 
your ſelves > What eſteem can you find among them, who will natu- 


rally deſpiſe your youth > Did not Philoſophy think you fit ( O young” 


Men) to hear Morals, and ſhall Divinity admit you to read divine Le. 
Etures > How can you in the heat of youth, in the vigour of Luſts 
appear in the World perſwading Men to mortifie their Luſts, to cru- 
cifie the Fleſh with the Afﬀections and Luſtss With what hope can you 
endeayour to compoſe the World to that great Rule, to which yon can- 
not eompoſe your ſelves > How will you behave your ſelves as Guides a- 
mong perſons whoſe ycars and experience are ſo much beyond yours ? 
How impertinently will you converſe > how weakly will you diſcourſe ! 
how imprudently will you deal ? how contemptibly will you live among 
a ſtaid and diſcreet people, wiſer than you in their Generation ? 

The Goodneſs of God having furniſhed Man with two chief Inſtruments, 
( ſaith an incomparable Man ) both neceſſary for this Life, Hands to ex- 
erciſe, and a Mind to deviſe great things ; the one is not profitable longer than 
the vigour of Touth doth ſtrengthen it, nor the other greatly till Age and Ex- 
perience have brought it to perfettion. 


$S ECH#: 4 
Of Debauched Afen ordained, 1500, 


H, am I, as Julian blaſphemed, the SanAuary of all Profaneſs ? 
AmJlI as a Refuge for all Licentiouſneſs? Whom a ſtri&t Col- 
lege expels, whom the ſevere Univerſity diſcountenanceth, whom civil 
Men note with a mark of hatred and abhorrence, muſt I admit to my 
ſacred Order, and honour my moſt ſolemn Miniſtrations > My care 
is, that each Miniſter ſhould be of an holy and unblameable Converſation : 


What have theſe poor Creatures to do to take Gods Word held forth . 


by me in their Mouths, ſeeing they hate to be reformed 2 O my Reve- 
rend Sons, what, do you bring a Man to teach the World a God and 
his Service, Who is without God in the World ? What, do you ſend 
them to ſpeak of that God who 4s not in all their thoughts? Why are 
they employed to propagate the Knowledge of God, who deſire that 
the Knowledg of the Holy One may ceaſe from them ? To what pur- 
poſe do they preach an holy Life, who never intend to live it ? Why 
do they put thoſe poor Souls to pray for thoſe things of God, which 
they do not deſire ? to read that Bible which they do not believe ? to 
bind thoſe heavy burthens upon the people, which they themſelves do 
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D not intend .to bear? to tegch that on the Sabbath demurely, which 
FP they will contradift throughout the Week profanely ? Is there any 
*2 need of authorizing publick patterns of Impietiy> Do you intend ts 
b: deſtroy what ye have uilt ? I know you do not. Why then do you ſend 
>” lewd Miniſters to teach men by an'evil Example that Prophaneneſs which 
* T have endeavoured to reform by my good Inſtruction > Wo is me, that 
" 1 ke thoſe within me ruhning to all exceſs of Riot, who are employ- 
ed to teach a pure Religion, and undehiled before God, You, O Reve- 
\ rend Fathers, tanght men to deny all ungodlineſs, and worldly Luis, 
and live Soberly, Jnſtly and Godly in this preſent world; and will you 
ſuffer men <0 go from among yon, to teach all ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts ? © zJas! one man aVivine and a Beaſt ? What, conſecrated to 
God, and devoted to Sin! An Abomination in the Holy place ! — Be- 
ho!d, thou art called a Miniſter, and reſteſt in the Law, and makeſt thy boaſt of 
God, and knoweſt his will, and approveſt the things that are more excellent, 
being inſtrufted out of the Law, and art confident that thou thy ſelf art a Guide - 
to the Blind . a Light of them which are in Darkyeſs, an Inſtruftor of the 
Fooliſh, a Teacher of Babes, which haſt the form of Knowledge, and of the 
truth in the Law ;, thou therefore that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy 
ſelf ? Thou that preacheſt a Han ſhould not Steal, doſt thou Steal ? Thou that 
ſayeſt a Man ſhould not commit Adultery, doft thou commit Adultery ? Thou 
that abhorreſt Idols, doft thou commit Sacriledge ? Thou that makeſt thy boaſt 
of the Law, through breaking the Law diſhonoureſt thou God ? for the Name 
of God js blaſphemed among the People through you, 


SECT 135 
Of Unlearaed Men Ordaincd. 


Am aſhamed that that Ignorance which formerly found Preferment, 

ſhonld now find Orders too ; and that I ſhould ſettle them legally in 
that Calling, whereunto I always ſaid they had illegally intruded them- 
ſelves. It was too much to ſuffer that daring Ignorance to »ſurp the 
{acred Office, much more to conſecrate it to it, The late Miſcarriages 
want nothing to compleat them, but to be hallowed. The Catholick 
Church never entertained a Miniſtry but what was qualified either with 
extraordinary Gifts from above, or with Humane Learning from be- 
low; by which the mind being inſtru#ed and improved in all the riches of 
| Wiſdom and Knowledge, which are part of the Glory and Image of 
| God in Man, by this Learning all truths are clearly unfolded. How do 
you think poor Souls can clear divine truths, lying hid in the depth, 
+ darkneſs and ambiguity of Original words, without skill in Languages ? 
How can they attain the genuine and emphatick ſenſe of the Word of 
: God without kill in the Original Words and Phraſes ? How can they 
maintain the Truths I have Eſtabliſhed, and Confute the Errors I have 
Condemned ? How can they detect the Fallacies with which my poor 
: =  - People 
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People are deluded, and convince the Gain. ſfayers with which I am troy, 'Y 
bled, and diſcover thoſe Sophiſms in which poor Souls wrap themſelves, = 


darkning Wiſdom with Words without Underſtanding, without the art of 
ſound reaſoning > How can they convey the Holy Truths they are fur. 
niſhed with to others, without an holy Eloquence, a ſacred Perſwaſion 
and Rhetorick, which may commend them to Mens Minds, and enforce 
them upon their Hearts > How can they ſatisfie themſelves and others in 
the Controverſies of this Age, without the Obſervations, Hiſtories and 
Cuſtoms of former Ages; and ſtanding in the ways, and asking for the 
old way, which is the good way, and walk therein, ſo find reſt for 
their Souls ? 

How is it poſſible for thoſe poor Creatures to underſtand ſundry 
paſſages of Scripture, depending upon propriety of Words and Idioms, 
or upon the Cuitoms, Rites, Proverbs, Forms, Uſages, Laws, Offices 
and Antiquities of the Aſſyrian, Perſian, Greck and Roman Governments, 
without a competent portion of Humane Learning ? My Religion waz 
as the Kings Danghter, all glorious within; attended on by Arts and 
Sciences, thoſe Handmaids who cloathed her with Garments wrovght 
with Needle-work of divers Colours, embroidring her with Pathetick 
Elegancies, with ſolid Eloquence and Orations, with Sublimity and 
Gravity, with Method and Acuteneſs, with excellent Morals, and uſe- 
ful Obſervations of a very ſober ſenſe. But now, alas, it's expoſed to 
a prophane world, with the ridiculous impertinencies and fooliſh ad- 
ventures of men Zealous , but not according to Knowledge. What 
empty Diſcourſes do T hear > what incoherent Notions do I read? what 
vain Trifles am I troubled with ? what pilfering Learned Mens Works 
do Iendure ?O what abundance of things ſhould a Miniſter underſtand! 
O what a great Defcct is it to be Ignorant of them! O how much do 
we miſs a competent Knowledge in ordinary Miniſters, 1. To ſatisfy 
themſelves and others exattly in the true and original will of God: 
2. To explain and unfold the Words in which Gods will 1s originally 
expreſſed, and to endeavour by all means a right notion and concep- 
tion of them, as they are to be underſtood in the Scripture. 3. To 
ſhew exactly what are thoſe Saving Truths which are naturally contain- 
-4 in thoſe Words ſo explained. 4. To confirm thoſe Truths, fo draw 
2:1: of the Scripture, by ſuch evident Arguments and powerful Reaſons 


25 may eſtablith the true Believer, and convince the Gain-ſayer. 5.To * 


Dreſs thoſe Truths ſo made manifeſt upon men with that power, tht 


cuiey may have their proper iniivence and efficacy upon mens Heatts _ 
and Lives. The Honeſt Men that are induſtrious, I woutd willingly encov- 


rage, provided they have (what I wiſhed always, and ſhall now expc: 
in all my Prieſts and Deacons, ) Solidity, Gravity, Modeſty, Piety, and 
tome ſavour of Learning, joyned with Humility and Zea), with Hu 
manity ; ſome metiiods of Intelligible Reaſon, and profitable Scrip 
ture Divinity, <— The Law was publiſied by Z7ofes, learned in al 


£ 
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the Learning of the Egyptians: the Goſpel was propagated by St. Paul, 
bred up at the feet of Gamaliel, in all the varieties of Heatheniſh and 

ewiſh knowledge : the Primitive Fathers ( as Clemens Alex, Euſe- 
bins, Tertullian, St, Auguſtine, St. Ambroſe, Minutius Felix, Laftanius, and 
others) maintained the Faich ſo propagated , by their comprehentive 
Learning. Therefore I have taken care that none ſhould be admitted £0 
Holy Orders, but they who are approved by Sober and Witt Men, as 
who have given themſelves wholly to theſe things ; thar thelr profiting may 
appear unto all, as men of whom there Is ſome hope, becauſe cf their 

rompineſs of Wir, quickneſs of Conceit, faitnefs of Memory, clear- 
neſs of Underſtanding, ſoundneſs of Judgment, and readineſs of Speech; 
that they may in time, by Art, Induſtry, Experience, anc obſervacion, 
become skilful Linguiſts , ſubtile Diſpurants , copious Orators, exact 
Criticks, comprehenſive Hiſtorians, profound Divines, and powerful 
Preachers ; that throughout the three Kingdoms 1 may have thoſe thar 
may ſettle the People rightly, inſtruct the ignorant clearly, ſatisfy the 
Doubtful fully , meet with the Sequcers skilfuily , and promote Piety 
and Peace ſucceſsfully, As the times now are, waerein Learning a- 
boundeth even unto Wantonneſs, and wherein the world is full of Qne- 
ſtions, Controverhes, Novelties and Niceties in Religion, and where- 


In molt of our Geatry and People (by the advantage of long Peace, 


and the cuſtoms of modern Education, together with a multitude of 


* Engliſh Books) are able to look through the Ignorance of a Clergy- 


man, and cenſure it, if he be tripping in any point of Hiſtory, Coſ- 
mography, Moral or Natural Philoſophy, Divinity or tie Arts ; yea, 
and to chaſtiſe his very Method and Puraſe, if he ſpeaks looſely or 
impertinently, or but improperly : I fay, as theſe times are, I mu{t 
not admit any Clergy-men without a competency of Learning ; as 
who may endeavour by their Prayers, Care and Induitry to improve 
the Learning they have, ſo as they. may be able upon goad occalion 
to impart a ſpiritual Gift to the People of God, whereby they may 
be eſtabliſhed, and to ſpeak with ſuch Underſtanding, Sufficiency, and 
Pertinency, in ſome good meaſure of proportion to the quickneſs and 
ripeneſs of theſe preſent times ; ſhewing in their Doctrin, Uncorrupt- 
neſs, Gravity, Sincerity , Sound Speech which cannot be condemned ; that 
they which are of the contrary Party may be aſhamed , having no evil to ſay 


_ of them. I, whoſe Clergy profeiled to uſe, and prayed ro God to bleſs 


their long Preparative Studies, Meditations, Writings, Readings, hahi- 


- tuaily to fit them for that dreadful work, and for every actual dif- 
- Charge of it; I am aſhamed of thoſe poor Smatterers, who have gather- 


ed a few raw and indigeſted Notions, either by ſuperficial Reading of 
the Scriptures, or by Hearing ſome Sermons, or by gleaning a little 
here and there from the plaineſt Writings, (without any Critical, Hi- 
ſtorical, or Polemical Learning,) who are fic implements to bring in 


. fuch Ignoragce, Irreverence, Atheiſm, Superſtition and Confuſion, as 


a 
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ſhall quite put out the Chriſtian and Reformed Religion in this Natiog, 
(reducing all to the ancient Darkneſs, Looſeneſs and Barbarouſmefs © 
(which hath been eſtabliſhed by Perſons of real Abilities , of good + 
Learning, ſound Knowledge, ſober Judgments, orderly Method, grave _ 
Utterance, and weighty Eloquence ; which all wiſe and ſober Chriſtiang 
expect ſhould appear in every true Miniſter of the Church of Chriſt, in 
ſuch a competent meaſure and evident manner, as they may be able 
comfortably to diſcern them , and uſefully to enjoy them, Tam aſhamed to 
ſee a Roll of Four Hundred and Six and Twenty Trades-men, who, 1, out 
of deſultory reſtleſneſs, 2. out of Covetouſneſs and Ambition, 3. out 
of ſullenneſs and diſcontent, 4. out of Pride and Envy, having intru- 
ded in former years into the ſacred Calling of a Miniſter, are now or. 
dained to it, I am aſhamed that my Authority ſhould conſecrate their 
Extravagancies ; and that what I looked upon as the miſery of late 
times, ſhould be allowed in this; that 7 ſhould countenance vain men 
that run from that Calling wherein they are called, and uſurp the Of. 
fice, Honour and Authority of that Sacred Prieſthood and Evangelical 
Miniſtry, inſtituted by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as ſent of God the Fa- 
ther ; A Miſchief that greatly threatneth the Church and State,Faith and 
good Manners,all things Civil as well as Sacred. O what wiſe and honeſt- 
hearted Proteſtant (that hath any care of poſterity, or proſpect for the 
future) finds not a ſad deſpondency, with an holy impatience ariſing 
in his Soul, while he ſeeth ſo many weak Shoulders, ſuch unwaſhen 
Hands, ſuch unprepared Feet, ſuch raſh Heads, ſuch empty Souls, pub- 
lickly intruding themſelves upon all Holy Duries, all Sacred Offices, al 
Solemn Myſteries, all Divine Miniſtrations, with equal inſolencies and 
inſufficiency, being for the moſt part ſo much the more Impudent, by - 
how much they are groſily Ignorant; in whom you cannot diſcern any 
either rational or religious, orderly or honeſt Expreilions in any de- 
zree proportionable to what was obſervable in my moſt ſolid Miniſters, 
my moſt acute Scholars , and moſt profound Divines, who have been 
hitherto my Szpport and Ornament, Certainly (Reverend Fathers) you 
will not fo debaſe and undervalue the Evangelical Offices of Chriſt, a 
to admit every Sclt-flatterer and Obtruder preſently to officiate, with- 
out any due examination or approbation from thoſe with whom that 
Commiſſion and Power hath been ever depokted in a regular and viſibk - 
ſucceſſion from Chriſt , the great Exemplar or Original : although 
(duely conſidering the diver/ities of Gifts from the ſame Spirit) you 
are not to excinde any modett Perſon, (though of meaner parts and 
leſs improved Education) if he be of Ingenious Education, of Piols 
Aﬀections, and an orderly Life) from a place in Chriſts Miniſtry, 
where one may Sow, another may Rean, according, to the ſeveral Dil 
penſations and Gifts of the ſame Gol, who worketh all and in all. 
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CHAP. III 
The Church of England's Reſentment of Scandalous Proſaneſc. 


H you, my Sons, why do you theſe things >- for I hear of your 
evil dealings by all this people. Oh, Sirs, my God above looks 
upon you, and Is provoked; the bleſſed Angels ſee you their fellow-ſer- 
vants, ( for you are a Spectacle to God and Angels ) and are grieved 3 
wicked men obſerve you, and blaſpheme God 5 good Men behold you, 
and are aſhamed, 1s it for this that you are delivered, that you may 
work Wickedneſs? Bath God puniſhed you, and will you yet fin more 
and more > Will not twelve years ſufferings reform > Will not 
twenty years reproaches awake you? Wil not Miracles of Judgment 
deter you from evil> Will not Miracles of Mercy oblige you to.good 2? 
Oh, deſpiſe you the Riches of Gods Goodneſs towards you, not knowing 
that the Goodneſs of God ſhouid lead you to Repentance> But after 
your hardneſs and impenitency of Heart, will you treaſure up more 
wrath againſt another day of wrath > Is this the return you make to a 
gracious God, to diſhonor him > Is this your kindneſs to me, to undo 
me ? Is this your gratitude for the publick Favours of King and Parlia- 
ment, to be utterly unworthy Religion hath honoured you with an 
high Calling ; you betray it : Your Prince vouchſafed you Royal Fa- 
vours, you ſhame him : Honelt People afforded you their Pity and Com- 
paſſion z you deceive them. Is this your kindneſs to your Friends 2 
I ſaw indeed the late ſcandalous Centuries, but I - neglected them as 
ſlanders and calnmnies : I heard the late complaints and outcries, but 
ſlighted them as I do Envy, Malice and Hatred. Dreadful things were 
dayly ſoggeſted againſt you; great things were dayly offered for you ; 
the Faction reviled, the Orthodox maintained you; ſober men writ for 
yon, but now you confute them ; holy men excuſed you, but you contra- 
dit them ; good and great men ſpoke for you ; but who will now be- 
lieve them > Muſt you needs juſtifie Malice it ſelf > Muſt you needs 
jaſtitie what Uncharitableneſs it ſeif durſt not ſuggeſt againſt you? Do 
you hear what they ſay, — There, there go your Miniſters > If you hear 
not what they ſay, ſee what they are: You are the Salt of the Earth ; 
if rhe Salt now loſe its ſavour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing but to be caſt out, and to be trodden un- 
der foot of men. You are the Salt; yer, how unſavoury > you are 
the Light of the World, and do you walk as the Children of Light 2 
Are you burning, are you ſhining Lights? Oh your Careleſneſs! Oh 
your Indifferency .in matter of Religion! Oh how negligently 
you Co the work the Lord, while you know God is ſerious in the 
Word he ſpeaks, in the Judgments he inflifts, in the Mercies he be- 
ſtows! When you know Chriſt is ſerious in redeeming Souls,the Holy 
Spirit is ſerious in ſanCtitying them, the Devil is ſerious in undoing 
them; the whole Creation is ſerious round about y50u, Hojy you trifle 
with 
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| (22) " 
with immortal Souls! How you play with the great and terrible work 
of the Miniſtry ! How formally do you pray ! How unconcernedly do *: 
you preach ! How vainly and unproficably do you diſcourſe ! how un- 
evenly do you walk ] What, do you ſpeak for Eternity ? Do you preach 
for Immortality ? Are you ſent of God? Are you here to ſave Souls? 
and yet Gallio-like, care for none of thoſe things> Wo is me, to ſee you 
walk in the Counſel of the ungodly, ſtand in the way of finners, and ſit mm the 
feat of the ſcornfe!; whoſe delight ſhould be in rhe Law of the Lord, in whje 
Law you ſhould meditate day and night ! What, the ſame laugh ar Re- 
Iigion and preach it! The ſame Soul droll vpon ſerious Holineſs in 
Company, and yet urge it in the great Congregation ! What, perſwade 
Men to Vertue in the Pulpit, and lavgh Men out of it in the Parlour ! 
Where is that ſerious Holineſs that. crowned, that ſolemn Gravity that 
adorned, that ſevere Vertuec that advanced my ſober Minifters, my re- 
verend Paſtors,and holy Men? Where is thy pious Spirit, devout Hal ! 
where 15 thy gracious Temper, excellent Uſher ! where is thy even and 
ſetled Frame, ſerious Hammond! where is thy vertuous Deportment fa- 
mous AZorton | where is thy rational, well-weighed and ſtayed Soul, ) ve- 
nerable Sanderſen | In England,as in Rama,there is a Voice heard, Lamen- 
tation, and weeping, and great mourning, ; I, as Rachel, weeping for my 
excellent Children : but they are not. Wo is me for your Coverouſneſs,0 
ye my Sons, that you inſtruct Men for another world, yet look not be- 
yond this z that you who are ſent toteach men to live by Faith, ſhould 
yet live by Senſes, that you who teach Faith the evidence of things not ſeen, 
ſhould yer ey only the 15jngs which are ſeen, Oh ſhame ! Self-dcmal 1s the 
great duty you enjovn, Se!f- ſecking is the great ſin you are guilty of. Love 
not the World, is one of the moſt remarkable Axioms of your Religion 
Love the World, is the confiderable rule of your lives. 1 have coveted no 
Atans Silver or Gold, faith the Apoſtle : Oh what ſay you ? I ſcek nor yours, 
but you, ſaith he: I ſeek not you, but yours, Tay you, Neither at any 
time uſed I a cloak, for Coveronſueſs, God is my Witneſs, faith the Apoltle : 
Oh, what you have done, God and Men are witneſs. Give ze the Souls, 
( faith Abraham) take thor. the Goods: Give us the Goods, ( ſay you 
eche you the Souls, Is to live to Chriſt in this ſenſe, thy Gain? Is to dy 
to him, thy Advantage > AlaſS! alas! 

Oh your debanched courſes, ( you vile and ſordid Souls!) An holy 
Calling, and an unholy Life ! Spiritual perſons, and yet live after the 
Fleſh ! a clean Garment aud an unclean Heart ! Servants of God, and 
yet Servants of Sin! Reverend in your Function, and yet ſhameful in 
your Lives ! A Minilter, and yet given to wine! A Prieſt, and yet 


-wanton ! in holy Orders, and yet in riotous Diſorder ! walk circum- 


xpectly, and yet reel! a Man devoted to the Study and the Cloſer, in 
chambering and wantonneſs! converſation in Heaven, and in Ale- 
houſes and Taverns ! ſtudy Eternity, and yet trifle away time ! ſtand et 
the Communion of Saints, yet fit down in the company of Scorners !: 
Oh theſe rhings oug4t not to be, ; Thus 


' Thus vile you are, and yet you are proud thus diſhovouring your 
ſelves, and yet ambitious. Learn of me, (faith Chriſt) for I am meek. 
and lowly : look upon you, you are proud and Lordly. I made you 
Miniſters for the Service of Souls, you advance your elves to be Ru- 
ters. I taught every Sox! of you to be ſubject ; you are impatient of 
Subjection. Humility and Meekneſs was the Glory of my Miniſters; 
Havghtineſs and Pride is your ſhame, Were you raiſed by the fayour 
God and Men lately, to be high now ? God remembred, and Man pi- 
tied you in your low eftate ; God will remember, and Man will pu- 
niſh you in your high eftate. You humbled your ſelves, and you were 
exalted ; you exalt your ſelves,and you may be made low. Oh the Pride 
that compoſeth your Sermons,that contrives your Deſigns,that fills your 
Thoughts, that formeth your Covntenances, that putteth the Accents | 
and Emphaſis.on your Words, that ordereth your Habit, modelJeth 
your Geſtures ; that makes you aim at your ſelves in all you do,and for- 
get: God ; when you ſhouldaim at God,and forget your ſelves. Shall Mint- 
{ters that bring Men. toHeaven, live in Pride, that caſt Angels to Hell z 

You are proud, poor Souls, and ye mult be contentious too: Ambal- 
fadors of Peace ye are, yet in Strife and Envy : you profeſs a Goſpel 
of peace, yet what Emulation ? what Wrath? Chriſt left Peace a- 
mong you when he went to Heaven,ſhall he find peace when he returns 
from Heaven ? Oh no: though Religion obligeth you to Peace, al- 
though Diviſions have undone us, although Truth be almoſt loſt, the 
Power of Godlineſs be decayed, good Men be grieved, I be endangered ; 
though Enemies be encouraged, and Atheiſm he promoted by your un- 
happy differences ; yet ſtill you quarrel, ftiil you diſpute. Why do 
you ſtrive, ſeeing ye are Brethren ? Bave you not one God ? Have 
you not one Faith 2 Have you not one Paptiſm? Have you not one 

Hope ? Oh why do you not keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of Peace > Why theſe Jealonſies, theſe Fears, theſe Diſtances, theſe 
Bittcrneſſes? 1 mark them which cauſe Diviſions contrary to the 
Truth and Peace I always owned, and ſhall avoid them, Biſhop Uſer 
propoſed what was moderate, you hearkened not ; Biſhop Davenant 
writ peaceably, you read kim not; Biſhop Sanderſon offered modeſtly 
you. regarded him not : Many ſober Men offered healing Principles a- 
2rceable to the Conceſſions on a}l hands, yet they are neglefted : God 
himfelf united you in your Viſcrics, yet you diſagree in your Judg- 
ments ; he joyned yon in Svftcrings, yet you divide your ſelves in his 
Service. O rel] it nos in Gath, publiſh it not in Asfelon, ——— That 
Miniſters of the Goſpel diſagree among themſelves, and head and lead 
their People to Diſagreements. What, thall a Miniſter live and not. 
love 2 How do you read > How is it written ? Is it not, Follow peace with 
all men as much as in you tieth, if it be pc{ſible * Do not you read, do not 
you preach thus > Oh why do you not live thus 2 Yea, there is utterly a 
tault among you, that you fall out with your Neighboars, Noy: there 
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is uitterlya fault among you, That you go : + 
this to your ſhame; Why do not you rathe; * « © Pay ao not you 


ſuffer your ſelves to be defraud:d ? How pre. * Bow read you > *# 


IS It not, that ye reſiſt not evil? ac if any ul {ne thee at Law, 


and take away thy Coat, give him ty Cloak alſo, * is a wiſe man, and NY 
ended with kzonledge among you? > Let him ſnew tu of a good converſati- | 


on bus Works with Meekneſs and Wiſdom $3 but if you have oiticr Envyings 
and Strifes in your Hearts, glory not, and tie not againſt the Truth, This 
Wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but 1s earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh : For 
where Envying and Strife ts, there is Confuſion and every evil Work: but 
the Wiſdom which is from above, 1s firfl pure, and then peaceable, gentle, 
eaſie to be intreated, full of Mercy and of good Works, without partiality, 
without 1ypocriſie ; aud the Fruit of Rigiteouſneſs is ſown in Peace of them 
that make Peace. 

Well, if you go on profeſſing Religion indifferently, doing the 
work of God negligently ; if you carry on only a form of Godlineſs 
hypocritallz ; if you live without the Grace of God within you pro- 
fancly ; if you live without the Fear of God before you looſely ; if 
you live without the Love of God uncharitably ; if you live againſt 
'your Profeſſion ſhamefully : farewel the moſt flouriſhing Church, fare- 
viel Ordinances, farewel Miniſtry, farewel Comforts, farewel Bleſſings, 
farewel our Glory, farewel our God; and wo unto us when he ts de- 
parted from us, : 

Ch my Sons, hearken to this one Wiſh; and Oh that it benot my 


laſt ! —— For Gods fake, for your own ſake, for my ſake, for three | 


Kingdoms ſake, for our gracious Kings ſake, for the ſake of late Pa- 
{terity 
"TAKE HEED TO TOUR SELVES: 


1. That you want not that Grace you offer others ; that when you 
fave others, you periſh not as Caſt-a-ways your ſelves. Oh feel the 
power of that Religion you preach, and preach the power you feel : 
be what you perſwade others to be. 

2. Take heed to your ſelves, and conſider what manner of men ye ovght 
to be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, 


3. Take heed to your ſelves, that you pull not down with a wicked | 


Life, what you build up with an holy DoCtrin. If there be no ſuch 
thing as Religion, preach it not ; if there be, live it : If a looſe Life 


may be allowed, do not preach againſt it; and if it may not be al- - 


lowed, do not live itz be not deceived, and deceive not others, Do 
you know the Judgment of God, that all that commit ſuch things as 
you do, are worthy of Death? Then why do you do them > If 
not, why do you preach the other > Oh preach exactly, and live ex- 


atly : as you thizk all the week how to ſpeak, upon Sunday, ſo reſolve | 


upon Sunday how to live all the week, How curiouſly you preach ! 
O how careleſly you live : | , 4. Take 


other : T ſpeak | 
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#liſh them : -God forbid that you ſhovld do evil in the eycs of . the whole 
World ; 'the good part whereof watcheth on your Vertues, to Imitate 
you ; the evil part. watcheth on your Vices, 'to traduce you : You are as 
- Lights upon an'Hill,..O walk'as in'the Eight. © © 
2? Take hcedioyour ſelves; if not for others, yet for your own immortal] 
"Souls. Oh Preach not of Heaven, and fall ſhort of it; Oh Preach not 
of Hell, and fall into-it ; of Grace and- Duty, and yet live without 
them. wo 
- Oh taketeed to your ſelves, Vigilant is your- Temper, Great are your 
- Tryals, many are your Temptations, much the Oppoſition you will 
. meet ; for weighty is your Work: You deſtroy the power of Satan 3 
you engage the Powers of Hell: Oh take heed to your ſelves. 
' Oh rake heed to' your ſelves. You have the ſame o—_ with others, 
- but you commit not the like Sins with others The $ins'that dwellin you 
,are the! ſame with other Men, the 'Sifis that are committed by you are 
 *greater than other Mens::' Oh watch tifen over yoor evil Nature, take 
*care of your-great Tranſgreſſions : 1. Againſt knowledg, wilfully : 2, A- 
-gainſt your truſt, unfaithfully - 3+ Again!tyour profeſſion, hypocritically: 
- 4. Ayainſt others,very offenſively; againſt the Honour of God and his ways 
4 3B , IS TIee EINE"? Spd tay Eoin Ss 
very dangerouſly ; who 75 blaſphemed by the 3gnorant and tngodly'through you, 
> Take heed to your ſelves, that you may be bleſſed I yonr undertaking. 
"Let your ways pleaſe God, as you hope God will bleſs your ways. 
If not For your own, yet: for other mens Souls ſake take heed to your 
ſelves: Speak from your Hearts to their Hearts - Be not intangled by fin, 
-that you may be able to ſpeak againſt in: Oh ds asyou Pretich, that the 
"World may ſee you mar as you Preach. EE deed coated RES 
” -Oh Reverend Fathers, enjoyn my' wholfom Canons ſeverely, viſit mens 
'*lives and carriages exactly, overſee the'Flocks over which the Holy Glioſt 
hath made you overſeers, carefully : Pity Religion that is adying; pity 
"2c that am decaying , pity your ſelves that are atain falling. Reform 
Fry Clergy, and you are ſafey neglett them, and you periſh : Keep up 
*the life and praftice:of Religion, and that will» keep you: If the Power 
of Religion be loft, 'the Profeſſion of it will - your Calling will fail, your 
-Order will fail; and God knows what will be the end thereof : | fear nothing 
. *bur Sin, 1 want nothing but true Grace eminent in all my Miniſters, where- 
*by they may Pleaſe-Goed, adorn the Goſpel, convince Gainſayers, and re« 
form the World. | 


Have you not enjfdyned, That 0 Eccleſiatical perſons ſhall at any tim?, Can, 75. 


Forher than for ther honeſt neveſſities, reſort to any Taverns or Ale-houſes, nej- 
Arber ſtall they Board or Lodg in any ſuch place? Furthermare, they ſhall not 
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g1ve themſelves to any baſe or ſervile la | 
sngtheir / Ai dlely by day or night, play: 
© other unlawful Games : But at [*s c 
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The Church of England's Complaint againſt wnconſcionable Symony. 


| bo your courſes, O ye my Sons, fear of Authority may deter you, 
"Conſcience 'may check you, ſtrict Laws may reſtrain you, a ſevere 
overſight may reform you : In this ſtrange, in this ſad miſcarriage of Sy- 
mOny, I have made Zawz, yet you tranſgreſs them : Ihave enacted, 31 of # 
Q. E. 6. * That if any Perſons, bodies -Politick or Corporate, ſhall or * 
« do at any time for any ſum of Mony, Reward, Gift, Profit or Benefit, 7 
&« dire&ly or indire&ly, or for or by reaſon of any Promiſe, Grant,Bond, |: 
&« Covenant, or other Aſſurances of or for any ſum of Mony, Reward, ': * 


« Gift, Profit, or Benefit whatſoever, direCtly or indireAly, preſent or b 


MF 


* motion uponſuch ſordid accounts, ſhall be judged a diſabled perſon in 4 | 
&« Law to have or enjoy any Benefice, Dignity, Prebend , or Living Ec- |: hi 


venture. You ſwear thus: x 

Cai, 4c, #4, N. N. do ſwear, That Ihave made no Simoniacal payment, contratt or pro» of 
miſe, dircitty or indirefHy, by my ſelf,or by any other to my knowledg, or with my th 

conſent, to any perſon or per ſons whatſoever, for or concerning the procuring and i 
obtaining of this Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, Place, Preferment, Office or Living, ® 

nor will at any time hereafter perform or ſatisfie any ſuch kind of payment, con- (7 YO 

tratt or promiſe made by any other without my kyowledg or conſent. SPhely me 5; V# 

God through Feſus Chri#t, | 2797 b 

Vet you do it. Oh you men of God, can you forſwear this abominable # = 

'$in, and yet commit it ? Will you publickly diſown it befare God and the #22 
Church, and yet ownit between your ſelves and your Patrons ? ——_ = - 
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pu (27) * 
| God ſeatchiout this ? Theſe things:you do, and'God keeps __—_ ; You 
think heis-altogether ſuch! a! one-2s'your ſelves .' AB, he he witFreprove 
you; be wilt ſer your fins-in atder” before you.” Oli- conſider this; 'ye 
that in this forgerGod ! Oh be ſure your Sins ſhall find you out. Shall a 
man take the Name of God in vain, and be g#ilrleſs? Shall a man break 
his ſolemn Oath, and be delivered ? Shalbe eſcape that doth ſuch things ? 
* Shall he-proſper ? - How will you look that God in the Face in Prayer, 
* whom-:you have 'blaſphemed in:your Qath ? How can you behold that 
| Congregation that knows you are forſworn? What, Preach the Word 
| of God, 2n1 regard not the Oath of God / What, gain a Parſonage, and 
* loſe thy Soul! To attain to a Preferment, ſhall you hazard more than 
E the whole World ? | 
” 1, Have you never read that in AF. 8. 18, 1g, 20, 21, 22,23. Azd 
when Simonſaw that through laying on of the Apoſtles hands,'the holy Ghoſt was 
given, he offered them MONEY, ſaying, Grve me alſo this power, that on 
&* whomſoever I lay hands, he may recezve the holy Ghoſt, But Peter ſaid unto 
” him, Thy Menyyeriſh with thee, becauſe that thou haſt thought that the gift of 
© God may be purchaſed with Many, Thou haſt neither part nor lot in this mas- 
© ter : For thy heart is not right in the ſight of God. * Repent therefore of this 
thy wickedneſs ; and pray God, if perhaps the thought pf thy heart may be for- 
” given thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond 
of Jaiquity. You will ſay, | 
!> Objeft. Ton buy not any gift or grace, as Simon would have done ; but ſome- 
= enconragement toexerciſe your gifts and your graces. | | 
= Sol. Ales! is it not the'grft of God you buy ? Are Tythes of God, or 
= are they not ? If they 8re not, why da you challenge them ? Jf they are 
= of God, why do you buy them of men? Shall a man rob God? -Tet ye bave rob- 
= bed me, even this whole Nation. They ſay, wherein have we robbed God ? In 
= Tythes and Offerings. The Lay-patron takes from God, and you take from 
him : He ſteals from God, you receive from him. Is it his ? Why do you 
= fay Tythes belong only to Miniſters ? Is it the Miniſters ? Why doyou 
# pay him for-it? Why do you juſtific his encroachment, betray God's right , 
> wrong me, and undo your ſelves? Who goeth to warfare at his own chargs ? 
= Yondoit. Doye not know that they who miniſter about Holy things,live 
| of the things of the Temple ? And that fo the Lord hath ordained, that 
& they that Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel ? 
& ObjeR:. 7 deal not with the Patron himſelf, you will ſay. 
{ Sol, Ohbe notdeceived ! God is not mocked : what you do by others, 

' you —_— ſelves: S:imoxhimſelf went not to God, whoſe the holy Ghoſt 
, i: was, bu&-to Peter, one of the Stewards of the manifold gifts of God. 

© Objc. I am only civil to the Steward. | 
= Arſ. How read you, 2 Kings 5. 20. Cc. Gebaxi the ſervant of Elifha the 
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q man of God, ſaid, behold, my Maſter hath ſpared Naamas this Syrian, in ' 
; not receiving at his hands that which he brought - But as the Lord liveth 

; Zl will rug after him, and take ſomewhat — him. $0 Gehaxi followed _ 
Y 2 him; 


, 


'( 28) , 
him : And when Naamer faw him rupniog after him; he/Jighted: day 
from the Chariot.to meet him, and ſaid, is all-well ? And he ſaid, All is'wel: 
My Maſter hath ſent me, ſaying, behold, even now there:be come to-me 
from Mount Ephraim two young men of the ſons of the; Prophets : Give 
them, I pray thee, a talent of ſilver, and two changes of garments. And 
Naaman ſaid, be content, take two talents 3 and he urged him, and bound 
two talents of ſilver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and'laid 
them upon two of his ſervants, and they bare them before him. And when # 
he came to-the Tower, he took them from their hand; and beſtowed then | 
in the houſe ; and he let the men go, and they departed, But he weat in, # 
and ſtood before his Maſter : And El;ſba ſaid unto him, Whence comeſt 
thou, Gehaz;? And he faid, thy ſervant went no whither. And he ſaid un-Þ 
to him, Went not mine heart with thee,when the man turned again from? 


£5 


his chariot to meet thee? ls it a time to receive mony, and to receive gat- #; 


- 
1 
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ments, and olive-yards,and vine-yards, and ſheep, and oxen, and men: fer- 
vants, and maid-ſervants ? The leprofie therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave 


unto thec, and unto thy ſeed for ever. And he went out from his preſence # 


a leper as white as ſnow. | | 


Obje&. Yes, let Gahazi look to that. ad wes nt L. 

Sol. Is ita fin in hing.to receive a gift, and is.it not a fin.in, you' togive!?; 

Object. 1 only laid a wager, bought a horſe , narried my Patrons Daughter,” 
”7 gave bond to reſign. | "3b ; 
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Sol. Fie, fie ! Are you called to be Miniſters ? Do.your:duty, you'may 7 
look for your due, and make no terms with men for what God freely give: 
you. Will you adda cheat to your Sacriledg ? Rob God, and put a tricky; 
upon.the Law ? Is this, js.this tg obey for conſcience ſake? , ;o- +: + ® 
© Objedt. .1 only bought an Advomſon, - . : _ "an, 

Sol.If you cannot buy a Living when it is void, how can.you buy it over}: 
another man's head when it is not ? What do youaim at in the Advowſon!® 
Do youaim at the good of Souls ? Thoſe Souls are provided for already. 
' Do you aim at the benefit of the place ? Oh unworthy man! What, em-# 

brace the preſent world ! Is the Tythe aMiniſters? What need you buy 


*2 I 


it aforehand ? Is it the Peoples ?. Why do you take it at all ?. Y 
2. And is the Church grown ſo contemptible, that, it may; be bought# 
and ſold for Mony ? 4s Preferment rather a prize for the Richeſt, thana® 
Reward for the Worthieſt ? Who will ſpeod theic days. in ſerious ſtudy, 
and their life in weariſom retirement, and their eſtates in a chargeable 
education, and at laſt muſt either buy their preferment, or live neglected, 
anddie unobſerved ? What ingenious man can endure tedious Allowance, 
unſupportable Fees, intolerable Baffles, arid not retire to his Cloſet, and 
there give himſelf to deſpondency and deſpair, curſing the day wberein kf 
was Bern, and the years wherein he was bred up; ſaying, as El:jab ſecret- 
ly to his Soul, Lord, it is enough, take away my life, ſince Ihaye out-lived the 
Glory of the Church, the Honour of my Calling, the Encouragement off 
Parts and Worth {—— 1 cannot live uiefully ;- Oh that I might die con-F 
fortably ! 3. Have 
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on of :-Demas?s, that em? 
$ called "of God, that will 
their Maintenance? Will 


Pa- 
trons-and, their Stewards; frown, upon/the. Reaching: Clergy ; find out 


Child's Portion in. a Pavſonage, and devour that which is Holy; and after 
that make enquiry ; .farcing the hopeful Youth to begin with Perjury, :and' 
commence;with Sacxjledge. -; Qh!- words. fail me: I muſt leaverwith you ; 


theexcellent Jewel's- words to-Queen Elizabeth: ELL! ©: 


The Livings of ſuch as arein the Miniſtry, are;notin their hands to- - 
whom they are due : They ſeldom paſs now adays from the Patron, if he 
be no better than a Gentleman, : bur either fox the Leaſe o2 pzeſent mony, 
Such Merchants are byoken into the Church of God, a great deal moze.wn« 
toltrable than'were they'whom Chilt whipr'dut-'of the Temple; This they - 
who- ſhould-be careful foz* Gods' Church, that ſhould- be Patroris to-p?dovidc...- 
fo2 the corſciences: of the people, and to place-among them @ learned 'Minf-. 
fter,- who might be able to p2each the UW92d to them in ſeaſon*<and out of ©. 
ſeaſon, and -to- fulfil- his- Miniftry,-ſeek-their own,” and not that which is 
Jeſus Chailts ; they ſerve not ! Jeſus- Thaiff, but their Belly: 'And this is 
done not in one County, in one place; but throughout all England, +©h 
merciful-God, whither will this-grow at the. laff ?--Jf\-rhe. miſery which this 
Plague wozketh, would reach but, to one,. Age, it-were tolerable-;-it-will bs 
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* & Plagitt to Polterſty ; it will be-the 
* Boung men feothls” and hey" wer weary 4 
- Studies another way. J know your 


and J hope God will wozk' in- your -gradſolrs heart lſome Remedies againſ 


- them : fo2 otherwiſe the Schools will be foz(aken,.the Church deſolate, *the 
- People wild-and diſobeyed, the Goſpel diſcredited ; and this noble Realm, 
which ever was/famons fo2 the name-of-Learning, likely: to come to ſuch Þ 
' fgnozance and barbarity, as hath not bee heardof in anymemo2y befoze our X 
- time. Poo? ſouls are deſticiite without-a Guide, the afflicedin Conſcience. | 
have none to quier them ; ' they grow wild and ſavage as a people that hath | 


"no God ; they are commanded to change their Kelſgion, and fo lack of 
Faltrucjan they know not whither to turn them. Dh if the Kingdom of 
God be not wozthy to be pzomoted, yet the Kingdom of Satan is WGozthy 


- to be ovezthtown. 


Dh our Palterity ſhall rue, that:ever ſuch Fathers went befoze them ; and 
Chtonicles will repozt this miſcarriage ; they ſhall leave it w2itten in whoſe 
time and in whole reign this was done, D2 if we grow fo barbarous that 
we conſider not this, 02 be not. able to zawit into Chzonicle ; yet fozeign 
Nations 'will not ſpare to wzite this, and publiſh it to our everlaſting tes 
pach and ſhame. By theſe meang Foreign . Power, which-hy Gods 
mercy this-Realm is delivered from, ſhall be bzought upon” us ; ſich things 
all-be done to us, as we betoze ſuffered : the Truth of God ſhall be taken 
away ; the holy Scripture bornt and'conſumed in fire ; a marvellous Dark: 
neſs and Calamity mult needs enſue. 193; 


Dh that your 'Gzace might behold: the miſerable diſozderof Gods Church ! 7 
Wen tis a part of your | 
Kingdom, and ſuch a-part, as is thepzop and ſtay of the reſt. J will ſap 
-to pour Waſeſty, as Cyrillus ſometimes ſaſd ts the godly Emperozs The- 77 
odoſius and Valentinian: Ab ea quz-erga Deum eſt pietate, reip. veſtre 
rno2z you are the Nurſe of Gods Church : 7 
We mult open this befoze you ; and God knoweth whether it may be redzeſfed, 
ſo long, it is gone ſo far : but if it may be red2eſſed, there 


©? that-yon might ſee the Calamities- that will 'enſue ! Þ 


ſtatus pendet. You areour Gove 


iris let g 
48 no other bur your Highneſs that can redreſs it. 


The Definition of Simony. 


-Cmony is an intentive deſire or purpoſe to buy: or ſell a ſpiritual Li- 


'ving, or any Corporal thing annexed to the Church. —Grar. d:#. 


I. Þ. 2. 91. Zanch. de enter. cultu, Concil. comp. Seft.53. dec. cont, Nie, 
Car. I. 96. _— 
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JS your Portion, Oh wy Sons, in this life, or isit in another ? Is the ' | 


. Satisfaftion your immortal Souls look for, in the empty, vain, _ 


BY as Bis " » ? . 


Sqace heareth not of theſe matters; 
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nd periſhing contents ofthis, World, or-inchefull, bigh-and everlaſtin 
joymens ofthe other WO ? If in is Life you hav hope only, you 
are of 'all Men the moſt miferablez; themoſt contemptible, and' moſt de- 


ceitfub.::1f in'8nother, why ſo many Iipesial Laws, ſo many Eccleſiaſtical 
Canons,: ſo- many Deerees of :Coupcils,' fo many ſevere Reproofs from 
Fathersand Caſviſts,. fo many complaints and Reproaches, ſo many Laws 
and- Injun&tions, ſo many Attempts and 'Endeavours in Parliament theſe' 
© ſixty years 3gainſt your Monopolie of Livings and Pluralities of Benefices ? 
| Why doyou heapuponyort ſelves thiseavy?' Why do you provoke theſe 
Reproaches ? | provided for- you liberally z I checked thoſe that oppoſed 
Z your Maintenance, ſeaſonably ;' I encouraged your Induſtry and Merit 
* carefully, beyond any reformed Church ia the World ; Ireſtored youto - 
= your Rights handſomely ; 1 ſecured: your Rights legally . Will not this 
” ſatisfie you? Will not thiscontent you ? © + 
> 1, Its but —_—_—— you were thought uncapable of one Eiving; and. . 
'} now three, four, five, cannot ſuffice you: '''It's not long ſince you wanted * 
: Neceſfaries, and do you now heap up Superfluities? Lately you could not - 
provide for your Families Wants, and do you now provide for their Exceſs - 
Sor mk forgot how lately you graſped al, and you loft al? 
” Alas! Alas! 2834 ns SHS Tos 
” -.2. And will you cat the bread outof your poor Brethrens mouths, and:.. 
= will you ſtarve your fellow-ſervants? Are you Miniſters? Soare they. . 
': Are you Orthodox ? So are they. Are you Loyal? So are they. Have 
-- you beenconſtant ? So have they. Are you ſerviceable to the Church ? 
” They more; in labours more abundant. Oh how many excellent men who..- 
> out-liv'd the late Miſeries, Articles, Committees, Sequeſtrations, Prote-- 


> moſt oppreſſed, worn out, andquite tired with the burthen of years, cares, 
= fears, labours, neceſſities and affliftions, are now fain to die in obſcurity, 
= want and contempt,' as if the Sons of the Church of England wanted only 
-| thisro make up the meaſure of their ſufferings, That they ſhould be nndone- 


| when the Church-3s reftored! How many hundreds ſober and able men are--- 


> laid aſide, and contemned by ſome as Orthodox, and deſpiſed by others as: - 
> poor? Whom the People would relieve, but that they are faithful to re; 
whom LI would relieve, but that I am ſwallowed up by you. When you look - 
* big with your abundance and ſuperfluity, and glory in your preferments, - . 
= how many hundred able and ſober men are aſhamed of rheir Order and -- 
= FunQtion,are wrapped: upin poverty and diſcontent, and loſt in poor. em- -- 
= ployments, and poorer enconragements ? Whoſe faithful labours I want, 
>: whoſe ſober converſations might honour me, whoſe diligence and care 

; might reſtore me,whoſe reaſon and learning might uphold me,whoſe pow-- 

” erful preaching might eſtabliſh me, whoſe ſelf-denial and devotedneſs to- 
= publick good might faye-me.. Alas ! Sirs, /et none.of you think of himſelf more 


* bighly than he ought to think, bat.to think ſoberly,according as Ged bath. dealt to e- 


E very man the meaſure of his faith ; for as you have many members in one body 20 
; - 
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- all members have not 
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\thii ſame affices1o'l eld gat of nny aopore bodyin 
Chriſt, and orery 6n6inee 1smember one fanother: You, my.Go0s, bs 
ving then gifts differing accoftingta the grate; that. is given you7whether 
Propkeſie, &c,.why ſhall not they that propticſie be endouraged kccart 
tothe proportion of Faith? or Miniſtry, why ſhould hot all be encoura 
that wait-on the Miniſtry ?or they that teach, ow teaching ? or they:that exi 
hort, on exhortation ? The- body+ is: not one member, buraanyi: Now 
.hath God. ſet the members 1n: the body. _—_ pleaſeth him geand if they 
were all one member; where were the body? A he eye cannot ſay:to-the head, # 
i have no.nced of thee z;nor again;the:head tothefeet, 1 have no:need off i 
you. Nay, much-more thoſe members-of the'body which ſeem to bemore [| 
Feeble, are neceſſary ; ard thoſe ls/s, honourable, -apon theſe we ovght'to be- 
_Ftow more abundant honour, -And,our-uncowely-parts have a more-abuns F 
dant comelineſs : For our comely ;parts-have yo need, but-Godbath: tem. * 
pered-the.bod FLOgEtRers honing en mare abundant honayr to that part > 
which lacked, that there ſhou The no ſchi@in thewbogy,.butthat the 1 
members ſhould. have:the-ſame care one-for another, -Now:- ye, my Sons, | 
are the body of Chriſt, and members in. particylar: And God hath ſer ſome ** 
in the Church; firſt, Apoſtles; ſecondarily, Propbeis-; thirdly, Teachers : |: 
Are all Apoſtles? Are all Prophets ? Are all Teachers ? Are all:-provided ' 
for ? Oh covet earneſtly, the beſt Gifts,. not the-belt Livings! And yerl 


could ſhew-you a more excellent way. -:;./ ts ft oo een oo $ 

Why is that Preferment.engroſled by one, which might maintain-twen- 
ty ? Why are thoſe Revenues loſt upon the folly, vanity-and ſuperfluity of ;; 
one family, which might provide for the honeſt occaſions of five ?-Oh | * 
JU | CE, the equal ,Diſtributer of : Aﬀairs, -whither art-thou- fled | fy 
Oh EQUITY, whither. art thou retred -.- | +I oe 


.3 . [f you.confider not the-fin, do-you conſider the conſequejices of theſe | 
miſcarriages; the envy that you already fink under; the occaſion given & 
unto them that ſeek occaſion, which hath already diſgraced you ; the & | 
great diſcontent that already .endangereth.you ? Have not, you enemies ** | 
to your Order, Calling and Judgment, . and muſt.you incenſe your friends? & 
Muſt you provoke that God that hath hitherto ypheld.your-Order and Fun- ® 
Ction, by abuſing the maintenance he aljows for his ſervice and ſervants to ®: 
your own 2dvantage ? Muſt youdiſpleaſe his ſacred Majeſty, by appropria- 3 
ting toa few i] beloved perſons, for whoſeſake his Majeſty is thought the | 
worſe of, that encouragement which might be <qually beſtowed upon well- Þ: 
deſerving and well-beloved, who might in.cach Pariſh teach his ſubjects Þ 
their duty faithfully, perſwade .them to obedience ſucceſsfully, and fſertle # 
them in the Doctrin of Governmeat according .to the great Principles of ©: 
Chriſtianity, moſt happily ? Muſt you provoke your Brethren of the Cler- | ; 
gy. to diſcontent, by taking up all the.encouragements of their Studies, & 
all their employments and hopes ? How many hopeful young men in City | 1 
and Country are forced either to wang, or, which is worſe, to live upon Fo « 

Jour ſmall Penſions, and ſcant allowance.z and, what is natural or Nay KK 
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" 2nd Ingenuity, in want todeſpair their fortunes, and to envy yours? How” 


= Cures, and are they not wortby to enjoy them? 
4. F 


readily do they now, hopeleſs of any Regular favour, apply themſelves - 


- to popular Applauſe, that their Compliance may gain that among the peo- 


ple, which their Merit could not among you ? Do not you ſee how the 
People forſake you, as Selt-ſeekers ; how the Gentry cenfure you as Un- 
conſcionable ; how the Clergy abhor you, as Invaders of their places and : 
preferments? Do you not ſee that the Law can hardly ſecure you; that- 
Authority can ſcarcely defend you from all the affronts and baffles that Ma- 
liceand Fury do ſuggeſt toan incenſed People ? The Adverfaries triumph, - 
the many Friends. have weep, the Sober and Serious are amazed to ſee 
fourſcore or an hundred odious men filling upa whole Church. Do you» 
imagine thoſe many aCtive men will reſt in a diſpirited, poor, mendicant;: 
decayed, dejected, and vexatious condition ? Do not-you fear their melan- 
choly thoughts, their retired contrivances,.their fortorn meetings ? You» 
know there are none ſo dangerous as the diſcontented Scholars. Monopoly 
is the ruin cf the State ; Pluralities are the. ruin of the Church : The one: 
neceſſitates the indigent Subject to dangerous courſes and praftices ; the - 
other, the poor Sclivlar to as dangerous diſcourſes and thoughts. 

It is not enough that mens late malice and inſolency againſt the Mini= 
niſtry reduced them to want and contempt, but that (to my ſhame, who 
2m bleſſed of God with abundance and honour) one ſmall part- of the Mi- 


> niſtry ſhould reduce the other to ſmall Contributions, poor Dependencies; 


ſo uncertain and ſo baſe, that men of ingenious ſpirits and learning muſt * 
deteſt them, who cannot endure when they do their work to beg for their: 
wages, not without ſordid compliances and flatteries with vile men in their. 
vileſt humours? Oh look upon the pocr Curates and their Families ! Whasb 
is their portion of the Proſperity we now enjoy ? Alas, they live by God's 
mercy, and Mens charity. How deſpicable is their Calling ?- How little 


their Authority ? How inconſiderable their Inſtructions? How ſucceſleſs 
| their Doctrin? How uncreditable their Lives ? Do not you ſee that your 
{ fellow-Miniſfters under theſe neceſlities will not long be able to ailert the - 
= honour of theirCalling;& that no after-Generation will ſucceed to inherit 
; their poverty and pains, unleſs ſuch as. will further debaſe the Dignity 


of the FunCtion ? What, mult all the induſtrious Miniſters be Stipendaries? 


” The Faction threatned no-more; Muſt they have only their allowances ? 
© Anarchy could have done no more. Are you reſtored to reduce your fel- 


low-ſervants to that penury by a Law, which Fanaticks wonld have 


* brought them to'without Law? They wanted only this miſery, tobe un+ - 


done by their Brethren, and periſh by them of their own profeſſion. 
Objea. Theſe poor men, you will ſay, are provided for anſwerable to there 


Parts. 


Anſw. Have they Parts for the calling of Miniſters; and have they not 


= Partsfor the maintenance of Miniſters ? Can they. preach the Goſpel, and 


can they not live by the Goſpel? Are they worthy to diſchazge your 
$5. Do 
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- Chriſt bring us *—And poor Souls ſhould avoid you as the ſhadow of Death, 


comfort, and think, oh ſome of my Charge may be now goiog to Eternity, j: 


£ * IEEE — 
lis <a he = 


$. Do:you deſire the Advantage 'of ſo many Benefices, or do you defire 
the Charge ? If the Advantage, then the poor Separatiſt was In the right, 
when he calld you H:relings; then indeed you make merchandiſe of Souls, 
then you are the greateſt Juglers and Deceivers in the world 3 and you 
laugh among your ſelves, (as the Thu/can Soothſayers) and confer Notes, 
as that Pope with his Cardinal, faying, How much gain aoth this Fable of 


W hat, ſhall I hear him whoſe Godlinels is gain, whoſe God is his belly, & 
whoſe Faith is advantage, whoſe Hope is only in this world ? His Watch. & 
men are blind, they are ignorant, They are all dumb dogs, they can | 
bark; ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlumber : Yea, they are greedy dogs ® 
which can Never have exorgh, and they arc Shepherds that cannot under. F 
ſtand : They all look to their own way, every one for his gain from hig 


| quarter, Come ye, ſay they, I will ferch Wine, and we will fl our ſelves * 


with frong Drink 3 and to morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more 
abundantly, 7/a. 56. 9, 10,11, 12. | 

If the Charge, Do you know what you do ? Do you know that you muſt x: 
watch over the Congregation as they that muſt give ar account ? So many ©: 
Benefices, ſo many more hundreds of Souls that you mult anſwer for ? Do © 
you know what it is toanſwer the great God for an immortal Soul ? Do | 
you know what it is to give an account of the purchaſe of Chriſt*s blood? © 
Do you know what is the work, what 1s the charge of a Miniſter ? Oh: 
poor Souls! Youconſider not whether ſome have not accuſed you to God, 
whom you never faw ; whether Souls under your Charge are not dayly 
Zoing to another world, with doleful complaints againſt you, whom you :. 
never knew; whether any 1n Hell do not cry out againſt you, whom you 
never ſaw: Thouſands have appeared before the Judgment-ſeat of God, ': 
excuſing themſelves with your faults, tho' you lay it not to heart ; alledg-** 
ing, that they ſaw no more Religion in the world than Intereſt and Gain, 
they knew not what to do to be ſaved. Alas, you are not ſenſible that there 
may be hundreds in Hell that you looked not after, curfing the day that &.. 
ver you were born, that ever you were ſent into the world, that there ſhould | 
be ſo many Wretches that lived only to damn men. If it be a Charge you! 
deſire, why do you not attend unto that flock over which the Holy Ghoſt: 
made you overſeers? Why do you not in that calling wherein you are call- 
ed abide with God ? Is it poſhble for you to ſerve two Cures ? You will; 
hold to the one, and deſpiſe or neglect theother ; and 1s it poſſible for you? 
to be ſaved unleſs you ſerve both ? Muſt ye reeds do that which makes it = 
impoſlible for you tobe ſaved ? Lord, what if you gained the world at the! 
rate of undoing Souls ? Do you conſider that the bread you eat is the price; 
of Souls ; the drink you drink is the blood of Souls? How can you eat with 


= 6 am A as ac. 


and I prepared them not ? How can you ſleep ſecurely, and think, Some of? 
my Charge may awake to morrow in another world, whether of woe of! 
weal I know not ? How can you die peaceably, and think, Where ſhat m1: 
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meet the many Souls that have gone before 11 out of otir Congregations ? Oh where 
are ye, O immortal Souls ? With God, or for ever departed from the 
preſence of theLord ! Oh did you everread that of St, Bernard, Qui nor 
uns ſed plures in beneficiis, non anus fed plures in ſuppliciis ? If you pity not 
me once again by theſe courſes decaying, if you pity not poor Souls by this 
means periſhing,Oh pity your ſelves, and have mercy upon your own Souls. 
Alas, that men ſhould be educated chargeably, ſhould ſtudy diligently, 
ſhould be ordained ſolemnly to delude Souls, to mock God; to deceive the 
world, and undo men, for two, or three, or four hundred pounds yearly, 
during a ſhort Life ! That you ſhould ,appear in a Pulpir (if yet you do 
appear in a Pulpit) for alittle Mainterance ! That you ſhould appear very 
ſolemnly every Sunday, only to put a trick upon God and Men! ] hope 
better things of you, and things that accompany Salvation, tho I thus 
ſpeak. ** In the Primitive times every Church of ſo many Souls as are of 
« your Pariſhes, had many Miniſters, whereof the ableſt ſpeakers did moſt 
& in publick, and the reſt did the more of the leſs publick work, (which 
<« ſome miſtake for ruling Elders) but now one of you takes care of many 
© © Churches. The Popiſh times, I mean the Year 632, could divide England 
into Pariſhes, for the better diſcharging of the cure of Souls: Our times 
unite thoſe Pariſhes again, for the better maintenance of pride and vyani- 
ty. Isit for this that we are reformed ? Is it for this we are Proteſtants? 
Then each Pariſh had their Miniſters to Pray with them fervently, to 
Teach them faithfully, to Comfort ticm ſealonably, to Converſe with 
them uſefully, to Relieve them charitably, todirect them carefully. Ah ? 
in que nos reſervamur tempora i Now, now my People are neglefted, my 
Buildings are ruined, my Hoſpitality is loſt, my Authority is ſhrunk and 


= fall'n, and the Church of England is thought to be nothing elſe but the 


Intereſt of a few crafty' Clergymen, ordering all things to their beſt 
Advantage. 

Though Envy may know, and Prejudice it ſelf may conſider, I am a 
Church made up of godly and religious Men : Princes, Nobles, Gentry, Bi- 
ſhops,Miniſters and People, maintaining an Orthodox Doctrin, a Primi- 
tive Government, a pure and orderly Worſhip, a ſevere Diſcipline, and a 
Chriſtian Communion in Word and Sacrament 3 who have forbid theſe 
extravagancies by wholſoame Laws, checked them by vere Canons, and 


:: diſallowed them by all fair and juſt means imaginable. In the darkeſt and | 
moſt ſuperſtitious times, 1 ordered, That no Monks, i. e. idle perſons, ſhould Vid.Seld- 
| take Livings of Biſhops, or appropriate the Revenues of them to themſelves; but 
- that the Priefls ſerving in thofe Cures, and the Churches micht be provided with ,,, P. 13s 


necefſaries. 
Do you know why Monks were priled down in 2.8. time? Lay it to 
heart, I beſeech you ; for many look for your fall roo. 


I. They were accuſed for ingroſſing Wealth and Trade; and do you Hitt. 45. 
hear what the world ſaith of you ? 2. They were accuſed for impoveriſh- 2- Þ- 253- 


ing Pariſh-Prieſts, by decrying "mn as miniſtring matter of Schiſms 
2 and 


.-and Diſputes, and magnifying their own performances of Prayer and De- 
-votion ; by which, and other Artifices, they undermined.the poor Prieſts, 
-and procured that many Churches preſentative, with their Glebes and 
Tythes, were appropriated to their Covents, leaving but a poor pittance 
for the Pariſh-Vicar. This was the occaſion of the firſt Impropriations , 1 pray 
. God your Careleſneſs doth not occaſion another. | | 
Oh remember Robert Whitgift's, the Abbot of Wellow's ſpeech, who was 
wont to ſay, That they and their Religion could not long continue, becauſe (ſaid i 
he) 1 bave read the whole Scripture over and over, and never feund that Mona- _ 
PGeries (and I may add, Pluralities) were founded by God: For (ſaid the ® 
honeſt Abbot) every planting which my heavenly Father hath not planted, & 
Jrall be rooted up. Y 
- Do you remember that Lay-Parliament in King #. 4. his time, where- *: 
in the Nobles and Commons aſlembled ſignified to the King, That the * 
Temporal poſſeſſions of Abbots, Priors, &c. vainly ſpent, would ſuffice 
to find 150 Earls, 1500 Knights, 6200 Efquires, 100 Hoſpitals? Do 
you remember thoſe Mock-Parliaments that often conſidered how many 
1000 Men your Tythes (ill beſtowed upon you, as they thought) would 
maintain ? You were once undone, -— now are you made whole: I be- ©; 
ſeech you, my Sons, ſin no more, teſt a worſe thing come unto you. ; 


| Biſhop Jewel on 1 Theſ, p, 71. 
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- 'Foraſmuch Brethren as we were kept from you for a ſeaſon concerning *. 
ſight, but not in heart, we are enforced the more to ſee your face with great | 
deſire. Therefore we would have come unto you, I Pal, at leaſt once or :- 
twice ; but Satan hindred us. Such a cal andcare had he over the people of | 
God. @Dh in-what caſe then are they that are careleſs, and have no regard of ©. 
the peopte of God ! which hunt after Livings, and bend not themſelves to do f 
god! which ſerve their own belly, andſe&k tobe rich, andeat up the pcople of * 
God as if they were bzead ! They cannot ſay they have a deſire to ſe the face of ! 
their Flock, and that their heart is with them : Howſoever they find time foy © 
other matters, they can never take time to know their Shep, and to do the 
wozk of their Minittry among them : They carenot fo2 them, tbey think not |” 
oi them ; they plant not, they water not, they watch not, they give no war: *- 
ning of the dangers at hand : They teach them n"t to deny all ungodlineſs |: 


and woildly Luſts, and tolive ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in this pe: |+ 
fent wozld. It were happy if all ſuch were r-:759c4 out of the Church of © 
God : They deſtroy the Souls, and lead ther: to deſtruction by their Neg- © 
ligence. Ulhat account ſhall they give tnts Go? fo? the Sculs of their Bye: : 
thzen ? Where ſhall they ſtand, o2 what witl they ſay when ye ſhall bid them :: 


make a ſtrait account ? This is the Practice of Satan, he uſeth all means + 
toſnare us, « withdzaw us from that bleſſed hope: ſometimes heletteth thein: 7 
creaſe of the Goſpel, by raiſing up tumults, and dilquiering the Church of 
God, and ſtirring the heart of ſuch ag are in Authozity toperſecute by all means |: 
the © 
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the Teachers of the Goſpel of Thin. Again, when Eod giveth peace any 
quietneſs to his Church, heleadeth the Overſeers of the People to a fozgetful- 
neſs of theirduty, to f&k the pleaſures and delight of this life, and to have 
no regard of the wozkof the Lo2d : Such occaſion the Devil ſg&keth to hinder 
our Salvation, and to withffand rhe truth and glo2y of God, 


CHAP 
The Church of Englands's reſentment of Non-reſidence. 


H my Sons, I have no pleaſure in expoſing you ; yet have I no pow- 

er to excuſe you - You know that I have charity for you, that ſuf- 
fereth long, that #s kind, that 7s nor eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Alas ! what 
fhall I do now my People complain, my Adverſaries reproach, my Sove- 
raign is diſpleaſed, my Nobility and Gentry are incenſed ; and where-ever 
I turn my ſelf, Complaints are made, Petitions are drawn up, Jealouſies 
are whiſpered, and Fears are murmured ? 1f I ſhould hold my peace, T ſhould 
be thought altogether ſuch a one as you are : If | ſhould ſpeak, my tongue fails 
me. I am in a great ſtrait ; yet you had better have your miſcarriages faith- 
fully reproved by me, to your Reformation, than maliciouſly aggravated 
by others to your Deſtruction. My words may be ſmart, yet they are whol- 
ſom ; ſevere they may be, yet kind : You hear me with ſorrow, bur not 
with more than I ſpeak to you with. 

1. It's faid that after ſo many Councils, Decrees, (as Earth. 6. Tol.6. 
Cbalc. 7.Nic. 15. Sardic, 14. after ſo many Fathers charge, as Hier. com, 2. 
p. 111.'\ Aug. 7.4.1n B. 16. Athay. in Fo. 7. Naz. apol.p. 16. Cyp. Ep. 8. 
Greg. decura paſtorais paſſim) after ſo many provikons of Parliaments, as 
30 Hen. 8.4. 32 El.6. fo many Complaints from friends and foes, as 31 
Q. El. 3. K. F. 12 K. Ch. a fin fodiſhonourable to your Profeſſion, ſo dan- 
gerous to Church and State, ſo clearly repugnant to your Calling as Noz- 
reſidence is, ſhould yet be named among you! 

As, 1. Do you read that in A#. 20. 25 Take heed to your ſelves, and to all 
the flock over which the haly Ghoſt hath mage you overſeers, to feed the Church of 
God which he hath purch1ſed with his on blood ? &c. Take heed, be not abſent, 
negle& not, Do you conſider where you are, what you have taken upon 
you ? Over which the holy Ghojt : Hath the holy Ghoſt ſet you over your 
Flocks, and do you forſake them ? Hath Heaven intruſted them to you, 
and do you neglett them ? Ove-ſeers, and yet not come near your flock ? 
Biſhops, and never viſit them ? . To feed he Church of God,that Church for 
whoſe ſake the world is upheid. Oh what acharge have you undertaken / 
And will you be unfaithful to this charge? Are you Stewards of God's own 
Family ? Oh it's required of a Steward that he be found faithful, 1 Cor. 4. 2. 
Haye you the conduct of thoſe Saints that muſt live for ever with God 

| Ip 


to ſee his face in glory, and are they not worthy of your utmoſt care and 
pains? Oh if you kepr beaſts you might ſay they are ſcarce worth look- 
ing after ; but do you think ſo of the Souls of men, of the Church of God, 
the peculiar People, the Holy Nation, Which be hath purchaſed with his 
Blood? God the Son hath purchaſed the Church with his Blood, and will 
you not Jook to it ? What, Sirs, will ye deſpiſe the Blood of Chriſt ? Shall 
the price of his Blood be loſt ? Hath Chriſt died for Souls, and ſhall not [ 
ſweat ? Are my People they which Chriſt came from Heaven to ſave, and 


f3ll not I go from the City, from the Court, Cc. to ſave them ? Oh what Þ 
do | here, may you ſay, when it may be one of my poor flock periſheth, Þ 


for whom Chriſt diced ? 


After my IG the Text )grievons Wolves ſhall enter in among Y:th # 
h,Sirs, do you not know that the Jciuite is buſie, that *: 
the Seducers are many ? Why do you forſake your Flocks ? Are you re- 


zot ſparing the Flock, 


ſolved to ruine me ? Firſt, you diſpleaſe the People, then you leave them 
open to any ſeditious or faftious perſons that will improve their preju- 


dice, diſcontents and weakneſs, to their own advantage. It's true, you * 


ſubſtitute your Curates : But, alas, poor men, they are hardly able to live, 


much leſs to diſpute : They are hardly able to furniſh themſelves for Ser- | 


mons, much leſs for Controverſies : Beſides that, they are lo contemptible, 
. that I may here very pertinently alledg that of Eccleſ. g. 13. 
Oh that you ſhould betray his Majeſlies intereſt and my cauſe; and leave 


his ſubje&ts and my people to the temptationsof thoſe men who with good 


words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple, with feigned 
words making merchandize of them ! Can you ſtay in Court or City, and 
leave your poor Neighbours perverted, honeſt men deluded, good ſubjects 
debauched , and a [Kingdom almoſt overturned ? As Angnſtns ſaid to 
QOuint. Varuws, Quintiti Vare redde Legiones , fo his Majeſty, fo I (if yet 
you will hear me) ſay unto you: Oh reſtore us the many Souls which by 
your neglect we have loſt! Oh reſtore us that peace which by your 
careleſneſs we want ! Oh reſtore us that purity of Doftrin and Worſhip 
which by publick and private diligence you might have ſecured ! While 
you are allcep, the enemy ſoweth his Tares ; while you ſleep, your ruin 
flumbers not: while you ride to and fro ſeeking that preferment your 
ambition may pitch upon, your Adverſary the Devil and his Emiſſaries 
goes to and fro ſeeking whom he may devour, You compaſs Sea and Land 
for Wealth, your Adverfaries compaſs Sea and Land for Pro/elyres. 

And did not the late Times ſlander you, and are you Hirelings indeed ? 
He that is an Hireling,and not the Shepherd, whoſe own the Shcep are not, ſeeth the 
V/o!f comiag, and leaveth the Sheep, and fleeth, andthe Wolf catcheth them, and 
ſeatrereth the Sheep. The Hireling fleeth becauſe he 1s an Hireling, and 6areth not 
for the Sheep. Joh. 10. Oh of your own ſelves do men ariſe, /peaking perverſe 
things to draw away Diſciples after them. Therefore watch; and remem - 
ber,that in the Primitive times for the ſpace of many yezrs the —_— 
ceaſed 


in glory, and will you neglect them ? Are the Souls of men thought meat 


; 
| F'y 


5 
ot 
#550 
Ju 
wo 
> 
A 
wi 
#39 
"SD 
TY 


£265 
6p: 


FS. 


ceaſed not to warn every one night an 


d day with tears: And they could ſay 
to their Congregations, We rake youto recordthat we are pare fromthe blood of 
all men ; for we have not jir#2d to declare unto yon the whole counſel of God, We 
have coveted no man's Silver, nor Gold, nor Apparel, AC. 20. 

2. Are not you them thar watch for mens ſouls, and do you not look after 
them? Are yon to watch over them ſo as to glve an account, and do you 
leave them? Are you the Angels of the Church, ſent forth to miniſter to 
them who ſhall] be heirs of ſalvation, and to behold the face of their Fa- 
ther which 1s in Heaven, and do you not regard them ? Angels, and carth- 
ly ? Angels, and yet worldly ? Are you the Soldiers of Chriſt, and do 
you entangle your ſelves in the affairs of this life ? Are you ordained to 
preach the Goſpe!? A neceſſity is Ieaid upon you,and woe is you if 5ou preach 
not the Goſpel. Are you Stewards of the manifold gifts of God, and do 
you not remember that you mult give an account of your Sewardſhip, 
for you ſhall be no longer Stewards? Are you in Chriſts ſtead, and yet fo 
careleſs of his People ? Ah if Chriſt had ſerved you ſo, what had become 
of you ? What had become of the World ? 

3. Do you love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and yet not feed his Flock? Sino 
Peter,loveſt thou me ? feed my Lambs. Simon Peter, loveſt thou me ? Thou knoweſt, 
O Lora, that Þ love thee : feed my Sheep. Have you any kindneſs for your peo» 
ples Souls ? Do you not hear them cry, Come and help us? Are they your 
joy, your crown, your rejoycing ? Qh have mercy upon them ! Do you not 
hear them ſay, aſter, careFt thou not that we periſh ? We have immortal 
{ouls to loſe, an Eternity to hazard ; careſt thou not that we periſh ? Ds 
you wonder that your people deſert you, when you have forſaken them ? Can you 
blame them that they ſeparate from you, who have no care of them ? 
They muſt needs forget their duty towards you, when you have forgotten 
yours towards them. No wonder if they cleave to their Paors and Teach- 
ers: For they find none like minaed, who naturally care for their ſtate. 


O Sirs, the harve5t of iouls at this time is great : * the Prebends are ma- * Biſhop 
ny,the Prieſts are many, the Deans are manyz--the Labourers are few: Shall Jewel. 


I pray the Lord of the harveſt to urn you out, and ſend forth Labourers into 
mis harveſt ? The ſouls that would be ſaved are many : but they diein igno- 
rance, and you are not among them to inſtruct them ; they die in doubr, 
and you not neer them to ſatisfie them ; they die in deſpatr, and there is 
none to comicrt them: they live in diſorder,ard there is none to guide them: 
they are in a ſtate of nature, and there is none to reclaim them : they are 
weak, and there is none to ſtrengthen them : they are liable to temptation, 
and there is none to aſliſt rnem to manage their temptation : they go a- 
ſtray, and there is none to ſzch rthim that are loſt : they are in the gall of bit- 
terneſs, arid there is none to relieve them: they are under the power of Sa- 
tan, in darkneſs, and there is none to rwrn them to God, that they may receive 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and an inherit anc? among them that are ſanttified by fatth it 
Chriſt,if God peradventure might give them repentance to the acknowledgment of 


the truth, that thes might eſcape out of the ſnare of the Devil ;, that lo they mi gh 
- « 
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be converted, and their fins be forgiven them. Fain would they hear, that their? 
ſouls might live z but you are not among them to preach: willing they are to 
receive the Sacrament, but you are not among them to adminiſter it; 
They are declining in grace, and there is none to recover them, or z the 
ſpirit of meekneſs toreFore them: they are at a loſs, and there is none to ad- 
viſe them : they miſcarry, and there is none to overſee them, to watch 0. 
ver them, to look to them: they are ſick, and there is none to viſit 
them, to inſtru and comfort them : they are unruly, and there is none 
to ſee that Church-diſcipline be exerciſed upon them. | 
4. Will you receive the Tythes of God, and not do the Work of God? $ 
Will you live of the Goſpel, and not preach the Goſpel ? Will you live of 
the Altar, and yet not ſerve the Altar ? Will you eat, and yet not work ? 
Will you receive Tythes given toMelchizedec,and yet bleſs not the children 
of Abraham that pay it? Will you receive the Levites portion,and yer nu | 
wait on the Tabernacle, nor ſerve the Sanftuary ? Will you have the double 7? 
honour of Reverence and Maintenance, and yet not labour in the Word and = 
Doctrin ? Muſt he that is taught communicate unto him that teacheth him # 
Not bn every good thing?—How can you enjoy thoſe Donations our Fore- # 
fathers made to Miniſters for teaching the good Word of God, for pray. & 
ing, &c. and yet neither teach nor pray ? Yd. Spel. cone. Br. p. 29. Vid, & 
Thyr. cent.$.c, g, Col. 316. Ed. 1624. Bede Hit, Eccl.l,1,c.16. fin. Lamb, 
Arch. p. 22. Bonif. Ep. p. 2.4. Polyd. Virg. l.z. p.; 89,90. Stow. p.g9. vit .Eg. In- | 
gulph. Set. 6,7. Mat. Weſt. Geſt. Br. 2. 2. Telſley anim. ſed p. 173. Speed |: 
Hiſt. 7.c. 32-Fox Martyrol. 3. p. 136. Prefat. in Leg. Alfredi,c.38. Leg.Eccl, | 
Alur, Althelſtan, Malmesb. de Geſt. Br, 2.c. 11.Gemel, 1,6, c. g. Seld, Eadm. |: 
Hi, p.171.R; Baſingſt, 3.p. 186. How will you look your Anceſtors in the |: 
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face, when you have taken their gifts, and negleted their deſires ? What, &; 
Take the Tythe they gave, and leave their Poſterity deſtitute / 2? | 
Objeft. You will ſay, we have Curates;, and they perform our Duty. 2 
Anſw.1. Curates? What new Generation of men are theſe Curates * #3 * 
We have indeed ſome Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Evyangeliſts, ſome #7 
Paſtors, ſome Doctors ; but no Curates. Your Commiſſion {O my Sons) | 
is, Go ye, and teach all Nations ; not Go ye, or ſend your Curates to teach Þ. | 
all Nations. Hath your Servant liberty to bring whom he will to your ſer-# , 
vice, while he takes his pleaſure ; and have you liberty tobring whom you # : 
will to Gods ſervice, while you take your pleaſure ? O Sirs, the Scrip- | 
tures run thus: Son of man, 1 have made thee a watchman to the houſe of Iſ-* | 
rael: therefore hear the word at thy mouth, and give them warning from me. When © '( 
Iſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou giveſt hin not warning, nor 3 | 
fſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked way to ſave his life : the ſame wicked 3 \ 
man ſhall dit in his iniquity, but his blood will Trequire at thine hand. Tet if thn | 
1 
t 
O 
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warn the wicked,and he turn net from his wickedneſs,nor from his wicked wayhe © 

{hall die in his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. Again, when a righteow F- 

man doth turn from hns righteouſneſs, and commit iniquity, and I lay a ſtumb- © 

ling-block before him, he ſhall die: becanſe thon haſt not given him warninghe nA : - 
6 E 


-Jie in bis fin;, andibis righteouſneſs which he bath done ſhall not be remembred, 
but: his blood will 1 require at thine- hand, Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the righ- 


reous man; that the righteous fin. not, and he doth not ſin; he ſhall ſurely live 
becauſe be is warned ; * alſo thou hat delivered thy ' ſoul." T charge thee there- 


fore before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the F > and the 


dead at bis appearing, and his kingdom : Preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, 
out of ſcaſen ;, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and doftrin, For 


the tine will come when they will not endure ſound doitrin, but after their own 


luſts (ball they heap to ther ſelv.s reachers, having itching ears. And they ſhall 
rurn away ther ears from: the truth, and fſball beturned unto fables, But watch 
thou in all things, 'endure affiiions, do the work of an Evangeliſt, make full 
proof of thy miniftry. If you would be ſaved only by Curates, then ſerve 
God by Curates : If you may be damned only by Cutates, then truſt your 
Charge to Curates. But how do: you read: ? Sor of man, propheſie againſt 
the Shepherds of Iſrael; propheſie and ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord Goa 
unto the Shepherds, Wo be to the Shepherds of Iſrael, that do feed themſelves : 
Should not the Shephtrdi fced the Flack? Tetet the fat, and ye cloath yeu with 
the Wool, ye kill them that are fed”, but ye feed notthe Flack. The diſeaſed 
have ye not ſtrengthend, mither have ye healed that which was ſick, neither have 


z ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which 


was driven away, neither have ye ſought that which was loſt : But with force 
and with cruelty have ye-ruled” them. And they were ſcattered, becauſe there 
is no Shepherd : And they became meat to all the Beaſts of the field, when they 
were ſcattered. \My Sheep wandred through all the mountains, and upon every 
high hill: Toa, my flock was ſcattered upon all the face of the earth, and none 
did ſearch or ſeth, after them. Therefore ye Shepherds hear the word of the 


Lord: As I live, ſaith the Lord God, ſurely becauſe my flick became a prey, 


and my flock- became meat to every beaſt of the field, becauſe there was no Shep- 


' herd, neither did my Shepherds ſearch for my flock, but the Shepherds fed them- 

= ſelves, and fed not my Flock: Therefore, 0 ye Shevherds, heer the ward of 

® the Lord, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, I am againſt the Shepheras, and1 

| will require my flock at their hand, and cauſe them to ceaſe from feeding the 

© flock, neither ſhall the Shepherds ferd themſelves any more ; for 1 will deliver 
my flock, from their month, that they may not be meat for them. 


2. Are Curates Miniſters, or are they not? [f not, why do you en- 


.*% ploy them? If they are, why do they not live upon that maintenance that 
= God hath allowed Miniſters ? You could not endure rationally in theſe 
= latetimes to hear of Stipeads, yet now your Brethren mult be content 
& with Allowances: And belides, if they are Miniſters, then either they 
= have Cure of Souls, or not: If they have Cure of Souls, why do they 
Z not attend their own charge? Tf they have no Cure of Soals, how can 
> they exerciſe any Miniſterial aCt, ſeeing they have none to exerciſe it up- 
= on? No People being obliged to attend any but their own Miniſter ; yea, 
all People being bound to attend only their own Miniſter. If you will 
} fay, He is your Peoples Miniſter, then you mult ſay, You arenot.—One 
4 Peoplc can have but one Miniſter at a time- G 
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3; Do you who are non-reſident expect Tythes by Mans Law ohly, os 
by Gods? Not by Mans Law only : For you have faid, and muſt fay a 
gainſt the Anabaptiſt, That they are of Divine right ; otherwiſe they 
will ſay, what Mar bath given, Man may take away : Nor muſt you look 
for it by Gods Law, which never allowed the maintenance of a Miniſter 
to any but ſuch as did the work of the Miniſtry. The Labourer, and he 
only, 1s worthy of his hire. ; 
4. Camot the State keep Curates as well as you? If this be all, may not 
the Common-wealth allow Salaries and Stipends as well as you, and ſa 
remove the bzrthen of Tythe ? O Sirs, you know not what todo; when 
the King, Lords and Commons obſerve how much Tythe goeth to main- 
tain your pride, vanity and folly, and how little to maintain the f:rvice 
Of God, they ſay, What need this waſt? Why do we throw away ſo 
much of the publick Revenue, as amounts to two million and a half,where- 
as half a million may maintain Men to read Prayers, and do all the duti- 
es of Miniſters ? A Gentleman bath a Parſonage of 2004. a year in his 
gift ; Why, faith he, ſhall I part with ſo much of-my Eſtate, cannot I 
give 20 or 301. toa Curate as well as a Clergy-man ? You will tell him, 
Sir, you RebGod. He will ſay, No more than you: You know God only 
hath Tythes when they are employed in-his ſervice; and I ſhall allow fo 
much and more to Gods ſervice than you do... Obj. Why ſhould you, being 
a Lay-man, medale with Tythes, which belongs to Gods Service? Anſw., I do 
not meddle with any which belongs to Gods ſervice, but with what is a- 
buſed to Mans wantonneſs. Obj 1 am a Clergy Han. Anſw. So arethou- 
fands more ; yet none hath right to Tythe, but he that performs the du- 
ty enjoyned them that receive Tythe: Tythe is not ſo much the main- 
tenance of Miniſters perſons, as their wages for their work: But a little 
of the Tythe may ſuffice him who does the work, as we may obſerve from 
what you allow ; and really I do not know by what Law of God or Man a Cler- 
gy-man may turn his Tythe to private advantage, any mors than a Lay-man, 
O Sirs, if you negle&t your Calling when you have maintenance,. what 
would youdo if you had none ? Oh you that condemn Sacriledge, do 
you live by it ? You that ſay a Man ſhould not rob the Church, do you rob 
it? You that preach and write againſt taking away Miniſters mainten- 
ance, do. you take away Miniſters maintenance ? Is it for this the Nation 
upheld Tythes againſt all oppoſitions, to have a few Readers and Curates? 
What, have we ſaved them from the Fa#:ous, to be ſwallowed up-by the 
Covetous. Ohyou are en born to undo your ſelves, to ruine your Calling, 
and to tempt a greedy World to take away all your maintenance, Do you read 
Hiſtory ? (Alas, I am afraid that a Spirit of ſkumber hath ſeized you.) 
Do you obferve what is written in Ead. 1© ch. 279. and Chartres de nug. 
cur. 7. 21. They (the Prieſts) grew ſcandalous: they negleed 
their Cures: They reſided not upon their Livings: —they went to and 
fro for their pleaſure: The People roſe up againſt them: The Noblemen 
withdrew their Tythe from them :———the whole Kingadomcryed, No Service, n0 
Main- 
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Maintenance :———Yea; the poor people burned the Tythes, being loath the un= 
worthy Miniſters ſhould bave any benefit by them; tho loath themſelves to meddle 
with them. —Thereupon it, was agreed among the Thanes, That there 
ſhould be no maintenance given to Perſons, but to Churches, which might 
allow them to ſuch perſons that did them ſervice ;. and none ſhould live. 
by Church-allowance, but they that did Church-duties. Seld. ;bid. Excerpt, 
Egbert. can. 100. In continuance of time the Lazy and Idle had ingroſſed 
almoſt all Church-preferments ; then the Tythes were alienated and im- 
propriated as it is at this day :-—Whercupon the Clergy awaked a while, 
and followed their buſiceſs diligently in K. Ed. 6. and the beginning of: 
Q. El. Reign. Yet men are men ſtill : For about the 30 of Q.EI the re- 
mainder of Church: livings that had eſcaped the Impropriators, was ingroſſed by 4: 
few Pluralifts and Non-reſidents : Inſomuch that the Commons in the Par- 
{ liament of that Year Petitioned the Lords earneſtly, argued rationally, 
| concluded preremptorily againſt theſe miſcarriages, as they did in all Par- 
tiaments until the 12 of K. Ch. when the ſcandal of this uſurpation was 
ſo great, the dim ſo general, the clamour ſo univerſal, the Juggle of the. 
Non-reſidents (in holding Tythes under the pretence of the Miniſtry fop 
nothing, and in receiving a million. of the National Revenue for nothing. 
elſe but that they were in Orders) was ſo apparent, that the whole main« 
tenance of Miniſters was endangered, all Church-preferment was threat-. 
ned. And you who now cannotcontent your ſelves with handſom and ho- 
neſt competences, were like to be brought to a morſel of bread. O Sirs, 
give not occaſion to them that ſeck occaſion : Let the world ſee. that Duty is. 
Emore your care than Maintenance ; that you do not workto -at, but that 
you eat to work : That to maintain the Engliſh Clergy, is, 1. To uphold 
Religion - 2. Toadvance God's Name: 3. To promote the Salvation of 
Souls, to ſupport the glory and' intereſt of this Kingdom,. together with. 
he peace, civility and happineſs of this Age and Poſterity:. | 
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Poſſet quidem lenior fieri Increpatio, ſed quid prodeſt wnlnnus CANtNN1 4 : 
alpare, unguentove ungere, qui tumore jam vel fartore (ib horreſcens, Cauterio,. 
& publico ignis medicamine eget ? O Inimici Dei, non ſacerdotes : Olicitatores - 
ualorum, non Pontifices, Traditores & non Apoſtolorum ſucceſſores,——-$; quis: 

piſcopatum cupit, bonum opus cupit : Yo Epiſcopatum avaritia gratia cu-- 
Mts in hoc Sermone lachrimis Un quam verbis opus ef nec ſibs 
uſquam ſacerdotum de corporis mundi conſcientia ſupplaudat, cum corum quibus- 
aſt, ſi propter ejus Imperitiam, ſeu deſidiam, ſeu Aaulationemperierint in die 
dieis de ejus manibus veluti Interfeftoris anime exquirantur + Multum uſu 
frequentia peccatorum inebriati, & inceſſaxter irruentibus vobi; ſeelerum cu- 
atorum, ac fi undis quaſſati, unum veluts poſe naufragium in qua ad vivorum. 
Tram evadatis, penitentie tabulam toto anime uiſu nquirite, us avertatur furor 
Domini a vobis, ———Jpſe omnipotens Dens totins Confolatioms & miſericordie 
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puſs bongs fuorer Sow ab on nalo,"& munienper 7 facili £ivs 
ferofalem-reteftir-" bis. fanftorum ommninm Congregationis, -Pates; Ek 
Spiriru Sanibug7: Cniſit horney & gloria in ſechla ſeculornm.. Ameti. ig 
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' So that of 12000 Church- Sekcs das, TAPE more-b 
Impropriate, and 4165 being, Sint-cures, or Non-reſidents Liyings 3 W 
2 poor remainder is there'left for a"painful and an Honeſt ENIEY for 
glory of God, and the lalvation of a7: __ 
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